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H.M.S. Scorpion refuelling from a Carrier 


Drafting Forecast 


PORTSMOUTH 

COMMAND 

FOR GENERAL SERVICE 

August 28. 1956: H.M.S, Wake¬ 
ful* recommissions for Service in 
Mediterranean and Home Fleets. (12 
months commission.) 

August 28. 1956: H.M.S. Warrior* 
recommissions for Service in Mediter¬ 
ranean and Home Fleets. 

Augusl-Septembcr. 1956: 891. 898. 
and 820 Squadrons form for Service in 
H.M.S. Bulwark. 

September 4. 1956: H.M.S. Protec¬ 
tor* recommissions for Service in 
South Atlantic. 

September II. 1956: H.M.S.Ceylon* 
commissions for Service in Home 
Fleet / Mediterranean / South Atlantic. 

September 12. 1956: H.M.S. Lynx 
(new A.A. Frigate) commissions for 
Service at Home and South Atlantic. 

October. 1956: H.M.S. Carysfort 
commissions for Service in Mediter¬ 
ranean and Home Fleets. 


November. 1956: H.M.S. More- 1 
cambc Bay commissions for Service in 
West Indies. 

December. 1956: H.M.S. Loch Fada 
commissions for Service in Persian 
Gulf. 


FOR FOREIGN SERVICE 

August 3. 1956:. H.M.S. Newfound¬ 
land’ recommissions at Singapore for 
Far East Station. 

December. 1956: H.M.S. Comus 
recommissions at Singapore for Far 
East Station. 

Sole: —-The ships' companies of the 
ships marked * have been completed. 


PLYMOUTH 

COMMAND 

July 4. 1956 : H.M.S. Keppel. 

July 12. 1956: H.M.S. Orestes. 

July 17. 1956: H.M.S. Whitby. 

July 24. 1956: H.M. Ships Pellew. 
Girdle Ness. Sal Victor. 


BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAE FOR 
ROYAE MARINE S EOERAGE 


November 2. 1956: H.M.S. Dainty Three-fifths of the complement of 
commissions for Service in Mcditer- Ark Royal will he changed during the 
ranean and Home Fleets. month. 


WHEN AMBUSHED by terrorists in 
Cyprus. Marine David Gilbert Walker 
deliberately exposed himself to their 
fire to enable two wounded comrades 
to be moved to safety. In the "Lon¬ 
don Gazette" it is announced that he 
has been awarded the British Empire 
Medal (Military Division). The official 
citation states : 

"On December 5th. 1955. Marine 
Walker was driving a vehicle, which 
was escorting an ambulance, on a 
mountain road near Troodos. 
Cyprus. As the vehicles rounded a 
corner, they were met by heavy and 
sustained small arms fire. 

"Marine Walker's vehicle was hit 
and stopped, and as his four com¬ 
panions jumped out one was hit and 
fell. Marine Walker immediately 
took charge of the situation and with 
complete disregard for his own 
safety moved the wounded man to 
safety. 

“He then returned the terrorists’ 
fire and when two more Marines 
were wounded he again exposed 
himself in order to move them to a 
safe position. He continued to en¬ 
gage the terrorists single handed j 
until another convoy arrived. By his 
courage and example Marine Wal¬ 
ker prevented his party from being 
overrun and his bravery in rescuing 
three wounded men from exposed 
‘ positions was of a high order." 


Marine Walker, who is 22 years old, 
is serving a seven-year engagement in 
the Royal Marines, which he joined in 
September, 1951. He has been serv¬ 
ing with 45 Commando since April of 
last year. His home is at Sprawston, 
Norwich 
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EDITORIAL 

WITH THIS issue we welcome the 
expansion of Navy News to cover 
the Plymouth Command and the Re¬ 
serve Fleet. News from the Royal 
Naval Barracks, Devonport, will be a 
feature of our Command news. 

Ships of the United States Navy are 
visiting Portsmouth this week, and the 
Royal Navy is playing its part in pro¬ 
viding hospitality. We are sure that 
this visit will help to deepen the under¬ 
standing between our respective 
Navies and countries. 

The Royal Navy contribution to the 
Royal Tournament at Earl’s Court was 
an outstanding success; the convoy 
action presented by H.M.S. Vernon 
being an unusual and important item 
of the programme. 

We congratulate thp Home Air 
Command on winning the Field-Gun 
Competition, a detailed account of 
which is to be found on the centre 
page. 


Presentation of Guards 
Flag to R.N.B. 
Portsmouth 

ON JULY 13, 1956, Major-General 
W. A. F. L. Fox-Pitt, D.S.O., M.V.O., 
M.C., who commanded the 20th 
Guards Brigade at Boulogne in 1940, 
will present a flag to the Royal Naval j 
Barracks, Portsmouih, to commcmor- 1 
ate the part played by the officers and 
ratings of the ships, largely based on 
Porlsmouth, who carried out the 
evacuation of the Brigade in the face 
of heavy opposition at that time. 

The ships concerned were: H.M.S. 
Whilshcd; H.M.S. Vimicra; H.M.S. 
Wild Swan; H.M.S. Venomous; H.M.S. 
Venctia; H.M.S. Verity and Vimy and 
it is hoped that some of the Captains, 
Officers and Ship’s Companies will be 
able to attend, as will some of the 
survivors of the Irish and Welsh 
Guards who formed the 20th Guards 
Brigade. 

The flag will be presented formally 
at a ceremony in the Royal Naval 
Barracks at 1500, during which 
General Fox-Pitt will inspect the 
parade and take the salute at the 
march past. 

Officers and ratings who were serv¬ 
ing in the ships concerned at the time 
will be very welcome if they would 
like to attend the ceremony and should 
apply to the Commodore's Secretary, 
R.N. Barracks, Portsmouth for further 
details. 


VICE-ADMIRAL Caspar John, who 
in this year’s birthday honours was 
created by the Queen a Knight Com¬ 
mander of the Bath, is one of the very 
few naval pilots to be so honoured. 

The son of Augustus John, O.M., 
R.A., the celebrated painter, he was 
born in 1903 in London and joined 
the Navy as a cadet in 1916. 

He volunteered for flying as a 
young lieutenant in 1924 at a time 
when this took some courage, because 
the future of flying in the Navy was 
so uncertain; the Royal Air Force 
had not long been created and the 
squadrons which flew from carriers 
belonged then to “The Fleet Air Arm 
of the Royal Air Force,” and only 
some of the pilots were naval officers. 
Thus it required a burning faith in 
the future importance of naval avia¬ 
tion for officers with any ambition to 
throw in their lot with it. 

Research and Development 

He has been actively connected on 
and off with naval flying ever since 
and has had much to do with the 
policy of research and development 
and production of naval aircraft both 


Question 1. 

IF, FOR any reason, I am unable to 
go to the Post Office when I wish to 
encash my savings certificates, what 
should I do? 

Answer. A special form is available 
by means of which you may authorise 
another person to receive payment on 
your behalf. Application should be 
made to the P.O.S.D., Savings Certi¬ 
ficate Division, Manor Gardens, 
London, N.7. 

or If you arc serving in one of H.M. 
Ships or establishments which carry 
out full P.O.S.B. business they may be 
cashed by your paying authority with 
interest due to date. 


in this country and in America, where 
he spent part of the last war getting 
the aircraft we needed from the 
United States on “lease lend” and 
studying American fighting techniques. 

He commanded individual aircraft 
carriers between 1944 and 1947 and 
on promotion to Rear-Admiral in 
1951 took command of the Third Air¬ 
craft Carrier Squadron of the Home 
Fleet. 

In 1952 he became the Chief Naval 
Representative in the Ministry of 
Supply and was again in a position 
to bring to bear his ardent determina¬ 
tion that the Navy should have the 
best possible aircraft that can be 
made. 

With all this he has one or two 
cards up his sleeve in the way of 
specialised knowledge that no one 
would easily guess, and with his 
uckish good nature and his modesty 
c has endeared himself to all with 
whom he comes into close contact. 

Now, as Flag Officer Air (Home), 
he directly commands more than one- 
seventh of all the officers and men 
in the Navy. 


Question 2. 

1 have a few hundred pounds in 
my Post Office Savings Bank. Could 
you advise me how I might obtain a 
larger interest on this money? 
Answer. There arc several channels 
open to you whereby you could ob¬ 
tain a higher interest rate on your 
money: 

(a) If you do not require a regular 
income from your savings the New 
Tenth issue National Savings Certi¬ 
ficates which will be on sale on 
August 1, 1956. will give you interest 
of £4 3s. lid. per cent, per year if 
held for the full seven years, and this 
interest is FREE of INCOME TAX. 

(b) The new 41 per cent. Defence 
Bond offers a good rate of interest 
and is State guaranteed (interest is 
paid to you on May 1 and Novem¬ 
ber 1 each year). If you are in a low 
tax group this would be an excellent 
investment. 

(c) The P.O.S.B. interest of 21 per 
cent, is now free of income tax for 
interest of up to £15 per year (the 
interest on a capital of £600) and is 
a good investment. 

Question 3. 

It is desired to encash some savings 
certificates recently given to my son, 
aged eight. Should he sign the appli¬ 
cation form himself? 

Answer. Yes. Savings Certificates are 
repayable only on the written 
authority of the registered holder 
when he, or she, reaches the age of 
seven years. 


Tuesday, July 3 ; Arrival of U.S.S. 
Iowa, New Jersey, J. P. Kennedy, 
Johnson. Perry and C. ,R. Ware. New 
Jersey will anchor at Spithead; remain¬ 
ing ships will be berthed alongside. 

Friday, July 6 ; U.S. ships alongside 
open to visitors, 1330 to 1530. 

Saturday, July 7 : Exhibition base¬ 
ball match, U.S.S. Iowa v. U.S.S. New 
Jersey, at Privett Park Enclosure, Gos¬ 
port, 1330 to 1600. 


EVERY MONTH a drafting forecast 
is published in the Navy News 
covering the commissioning pro¬ 
gramme for ships on Overseas Service 
over a period of about six months 
ahead. In response to this the Draft¬ 
ing Office receives large numbers of 
volunteers for particular Ships, Ser¬ 
vice, or Stations. This system will 
probably continue even when centra¬ 
lised drafting comes into force next 
year: and the purpose of this article 
is to show how a man can affect his 
own employment by volunteering—and 
the limitations which the facts of life 
impose on the Drafting Authority’s 
natural desire to meet all requests. 

The Method of Volunteering 
The method is to submit a request, 
in the usual way, to your Divisional 
Officer; he passes it to the Captain's 
Office, and it travels on in the form of 
a Service Letter to the Commodore 
as Drafting Authority. 

What can be Volunteered for ? 
There are few limits inside common 
sense which affect what can be asked 
for, but it is as well to let common 
sense be your guide. For instance, 
while Port Division drafting continues, 
a Portsmouth man who volunteers to 
go to a Devonport manned ship is 
much less likely to get his desires than 
a man who chooses a ship of his own 
Port Division commissioning, say, three 
or four months ahead. In the same 
way, whereas a man who asks for a 
draft “Overseas” will probably be 
satisfied, the man who volunteers for 
a "South Atlantic only” is less likely 
to get his way as there are only a few 
billets in that direction. 

The Drafting Officers arc strictly 
confined to the letter of a request. 
A man who volunteers for H.M.S. 
Modcste and cannot be accepted will 
not be taken as a volunteer for any 
other ship on similar Service—if he 
wishes to serve on the Far East Station 
or just “Overseas,” he should say so. 

The types of drafting service, with 
their sub-divisions, are: — 

Overseas Service 

Foreign Service —(Service at Sea on the 
Far East Station). 

Local Foreign Service —{Service ashore 
Overseas or in certain ships based 
abroad. This service normally 
carries entitlement to free family 
passages, etc.). 

General Service —(Service in seagoing 
ships which spend part of their com¬ 
missions on Foreign Stations, other 
than the Far East Station, and the 
remainder as part of the Home 
Fleet). 

U.K. Based Service 

Pori Service —(Service ashore in U.K. 
or in certain small ships working 
out of Home Ports). 

Home Sea Service —(Service in ships 
of the Home Fleet other than those 
on General Service and in seagoing 
ships based on ports in the U.K.). 

Examples :— 

Here arc examples of the wording of 
requests, using the important words 
“only” and “preference”. 

Sea Service. —I would like to go to a 
seagoing ship anywhere in the 
world. 

Overseas Service. —I would like to go 
abroad anywhere—Foreign Service, 
Local Foreign Service, or General 
Service. 

Foreign Service (preference Comus).— 
I would like to go on Foreign Sea¬ 
going Service preferably in H.M.S. 
Comus. I am not a volunteer for 
General Service. 

Local Foreign Service (Malta only).— 
I would like an accompanied billet 
but in Malta only: I am not a volun¬ 
teer for any other kind of Overseas 
Service. 

General Service. — I would like to go 
abroad but only in a General Ser¬ 
vice ship, not Local Foreign Service, 
not Foreign Sea Service. 

Volunteer for H.M.S. Dainty. —I am 
keen to commission for H.M.S. 
Dainty but am not a volunteer for 
any other form of Service. 


Sunday. July 8 : U.S. ships alongside 
open to visitors. 

Monday, July 9 : U.S. Navy chil¬ 
dren’s party in U.S.S. New Jersey, 
U.S.S. J. P.' Kennedy. U.S.S. Johnson 
and U.S.S. Perry. Exhibition baseball 
match, U.S.S. Iowa v. U.S.S. New 
Jersey, at Portsmouth. 

Tuesday, July 10: U.S. Squadron 
sails, 1425 hrs. 


Port Service (near Birmingham).—I live 

in Birmingham and would like to go 

near there. 

The Drafting Cycle 

All men will, it is believed, know 
that a man’s drafting cycle invariably 
consists of a period Overseas (that is, 
in a General Service Ship, in 
a Foreign Service Ship, or ashore 
on Local Foreign Service) followed by 
a period of U.K.-based Service. The 
U.K.-based Service always finishes with 
a spell of Port Service but Home Sea 
Service more often than not takes up 
a good portion of the U.K.-based 
Service. The periods spent in each 
portion of U.K.-based Service vary 
from Branch to Branch and Rate to 
Rate. 

The Roster 

On returning from Overseas Service 
a man enters the Overseas Roster— 
his point of entry being decided by 
roster date which is the date he returns 
to U.K. adjusted for the period he 
has spent Overseas. He gains further 
adjustment to the roster date by reason 
of Home Sea Service but, by and 
large, a man is pushed up the roster 
by men coming in after and below 
him until he reaches the top. When 
he gets to the top he is the next man 
to go Overseas and nothing (almost) 
can save him; he is bound to go unless 
he is due to leave the Service shortly, 
or has a cast-iron compassionate case, 
or is medically unfit. In making up 
the crew of a ship commissioning for 
Overseas Service, therefore, the Draft¬ 
ing Officer takes the top man for the 
rate, branch, and Specialist Qualifica¬ 
tion he needs. He then runs his eye 
down the roster to sec if any one has 
volunteered for this specific duty being 
manned up and, provided that the 
Volunteer is not in a job from which 
he cannot be relieved, he takes the 
Volunteer in preference. 

Volunteers for Overseas Service 

Any man, therefore, not already 
drafted Overseas, can volunteer for 
specific Overseas duty. Applications 
should reach the Drafting Office 
several months before the commission¬ 
ing date, because the new ships’ com¬ 
panies arc selected, and Draft Orders 
issued, from two to four months in 
advance, 

Volunteers for Home Sea Draft 

A man leaving Overseas Service can, 
effectively, volunteer for Home Sea 
Service, but men who are due for 
Overseas Service in the next few 
months could obviously not be accep¬ 
ted. Volunteers to extend a period of 
Home Sea Service until due for Over¬ 
seas draft have recently been welcomed 
by A.F.O. 

Volunteers for Port Service 

Although most Port Service billets 
arc in the Home Port Areas there arc 
some, in all branches, in various parts 
of Northern Ireland, England, Scot¬ 
land and Wales. In the apportionment 
of drafts away from the Home Ports 
to men coming in from Overseas or 
Home Sea Service ships, the following 
principles are worked to: — 

(a) The small number of approved 
compassionate cases are given 
priority; 

(b) Men who request to spend their 
Port Service in certain areas are 
considered next; 

(c) Men whose next-of-kin are 
shown as in the general area are 
then considered. 

If there is no one who falls under 
(a), (b), and (c), then: 

(d) The next available rating goes 
to the billet regardless of where 
his home is. 

It is, therefore, worthwhile for 
every man to make sure that his next- 
of-kin information is up to date—and 
if he wants to serve in Portland 
although his next-of-kin are in Glas¬ 
gow, to request “to serve next period 
Port Service in Portland Area.” 

Conclusion 

A large number of us feel in drafting 
as in other matters “Never volunteer 
because if it does turn up I have no 
one else to blame,” and one has great 
sympathy for the man who never 
volunteers but is prepared to take 
cheerfully whatever draft is ordered 
for him. But other people see the 
matter otherwise. Under centralised 
drafting fairly elaborate arrangments 
will be made to ensure that the Draft¬ 
ing Office knows a man’s preference 
as regards Home Service Draft. In 
addition, the present informal arrange¬ 
ments encouraging ratings to volunteer 
for special Ships, Service, or Stations, 
will continue; and the above advice 
should make it possible for the Draft¬ 
ing Office to make a satisfied customer 
or two. 


1849 —OVER A CENTURY OF SERVICE—1956 

A. M. P. 

THE LARGEST BRITISH MUTUAL 
LIFE OFFICE 

ASSETS EXCEED £300,000,000 

AUSTRALIAN MUTUAL PROVIDENT SOCIETY 
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73-76 KING WILLIAM STREET, LONDON, E.C.4 
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Careers in Engineering Company for ex-Royal 
Navy skilled craftsmen as Fitters, Turners, 
Milling machinists, etc. Good working con¬ 
ditions and rates of pay in new factory. 

Apply Secretary, 

CJC DEVELOPMENTS (Portsmouth) LTD., 

Fitzherbert Road, Farlington, PORTSMOUTH 
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Royal and Dominion Naval 
Men at Burma Reunion 


A SPECIAL block of seals was 
reserved for Royal and Dominion 
Naval Personnel at the Burma Re¬ 
union in the Royal Albert Hall on 
June 8. 

A message of Greetings from Her 
Majesty was read by Admiral Sir 
Arthur J. Power, who is a Vice- 
President of the Burma Star 
Association. 

General Sir Robert Manscrgh 
(Chairman of the Association) wel¬ 
comed the guests and all present. Sir 
Anthony Eden replied for the Guests, 
stressing the importance of keeping 
up and stimulating in this country, the 
spirit of comradeship and loyalty, 
which had existed amongst all who 
served in the Burma Campaign. 

It was known by those at the Re¬ 
union that the Prime Minister had lost 
his son in Burma. He said he could 


think of nothing like their Campaign 
in the past, and, for that reason, it 
would be recorded for all time in 
history. The Japanese advance could 
not have been stopped if it had not 
been for the co-operation of all who 
served against them. 

Other Guests of Honour included 
His Excellency the Burmese Ambas¬ 
sador and representatives of the 
Dominion and Colonial Services. 

The entertainments, which followed, 
were very popular and some of the 
artistes who performed were those who 
had entertained during the campaign 
in Burma. 

When the entertainments were con¬ 
cluded, there were many personal re¬ 
unions in the various bars allocated to 
the individual Services and for the 
various operations in the Campaign. 


SHIPS OF the same name. First Ark 
Royal was built by R. Chapman. Esq., 
at Deptford for Sir Walter Raleigh 
and bought for the Crown in January, 
1587. She was commissioned as the 
Flagship of Lord Howard of Effing¬ 
ham and took a leading part in the 
destruction of the Armada. She served 
periodically as a Flagship until she 
was wrecked in 1636. 

The second Ark Royal was a sea¬ 
plane carrier, built at Blythe and com¬ 
missioned in December, 1914. Her dis¬ 
placement was 6,900 tons. She was 
being built as a merchant vessel when 
purchased for the Royal Navy as the 
first large sea-plane carrier. She was 
renamed Pegasus in December, 1934, 
following the Admiralty announce¬ 
ment that. the aircraft carrier of the 
1934. programme would be named Ark 
Royal. Having served throughout the 
Second World War, Pegasus (cx-Ark ; 
Royal) was sold in 1946. 

The third Ark Royal, built by 
Messrs. CammcII Laird & Co. Ltd.. 
at Birkenhead, was launched in April, 
1937, by Lady Maude Hoarc, wife of 
the then First Lord of the Admiralty. 


Tribulations of 
an Editor 


.ON THIS.page in our June issue we 
featured an article which stated that 
H.M.S. Kenya was the first cruiser to 
visit Tristan da Cunha since 1937. 
How wrong we were! 

Letters from Chief Petty Officer 
Dunn. R.N. Air Station. Brawdy. who 
visited Tristan in the Birmingham in 
1941, R.I’.O. Windust, Victoria Bar¬ 
racks. Southsca, who was also in the 
Birmingham, and S. Moyan. who visi¬ 
ted the island in H.M.S. Cumberland 
in 1940 and 1941 arc among those who 
pointed out our error. 

We must point out, however, in self¬ 
justification although not in -excuse, 
that our information came from the 
Admiralty, a source usually so reliable. 

We are grateful to those who have 
taken the trouble to write to us on this 
subject—it shows how thoroughly our 
paper is read. 


Commissioned on November 16, 1938. 
few names revive such memories of 
battle hazard and fighting efficiency 
and glorious achievement as the Ark 
Royal. The Nazis decried and feared 
the name; Englishmen regarded it as a 
symbol of their defiance, and when, 
battle well fought, the aircraft carrier 
of this name slipped silently into the . 
waters of the-Meditcrranean in sight of ] 
Gibraltar men said it would not be 
long before the name was again 
proudly handed down to another fight¬ 
ing ship. 

After taking part in many successful 
operations, including the great action 
which ended in the sinking of the Bis- 
mark, the third Ark Royal sank on 
November 14, 1941, after having been 
torpedoed. 

The fourth and present Ark Royal 
was launched on May 3, 1950. at Cam- 
mell Laird's yard at Birkenhead by Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen 
Mother.- The ship's displacement is 
36.700 tons, with an over-all length of 
810 feet. 

All the lessons learnt at sea in the 
Second World War were embodied in 


the planning and construction of this 
great fighting airfield. Cammell Laird 
manufactured the main machinery, 
which consists of a four-shaft arrange¬ 
ment of geared turbines of the latest 
type, which gives the ship a high speed 
and ensures that degree of special 
mobility which is required in an air¬ 
craft carrier. Several thousand tons of 
oil-fuel, etc., are carried, being stored 
in several groups of tanks dispersed 
throughout the ship in such a manner 
to reduce the risk of fire to a minimum. 

The electrical generating plant is so 
arranged that heavy damage should 
not incapacitate all units at one time. 
When in full operation, the equivalent 
of a small town can be efficiently sup¬ 
plied by the generators. 

The armament of the ship includes 
16 4.5 in. guns and 57 other guns.. 

Large dining-halls are supplied from 
galleys containing the most up-to-date 
machinery and electric cooking equip¬ 
ment. 

The ship is fitted with the most 
modern radar and wireless telegraph 
tContinucd on page 6) 


PEMBROKE HOUSE 


IT MAY not be widely known as it; 
should, that the maintenance of Pem¬ 
broke House as a Home for elderly 
ex-Naval men is one of the many 
activities of the Royal Naval Benevo¬ 
lent Trust. 

The Home, which stands in some 
three acres of pleasant lawn and gar¬ 
den, is situated in Gillingham, near 
Chatham. It has accommodation for 
up to thirty-eight elderly men who 
have no other suitable home or have 
no one able to give them the care and 
attention they need. 

Residents are expected to contribute 
towards their keep, provided such 
contribution leaves them with at least 
16s. a week spending money. Essential 
items of clothing and all other necessi¬ 
ties are provided free and, with the 
help of the Welfare Committees ol 
local Shore Establishments, much is 
done to add to their comfort and con¬ 
tentment. Concerts and drives in the 
country and to the seaside are 


SHIPS OF THE ROYAL NAVY 
No. 10—H.M.S. ARK ROYAL 

Please forward one postcard of H.M.S. Ark Royal as repro¬ 
duced at the top of this page, for which I attach stamp value 
2d, (Use block letters please.) 


Rank or rating. 


Address. 


' PIN ONE 
STAMP 
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Photo postcards of H.M. Ships Theseus, Bulwark, 
Ocean, Eagle, Centaur, Glasgow, Kenya, Newcastle 
and Albion may be obtained (without coupons), 
price 6d. each, including postage. 


arranged and every endeavour is 
made to provide’ outside interests. 

The staff includes a Matron and 
Deputy Matron, both of whom are 
State Registered Nurses, and six Male 
Attendants. 

The Home is managed by a Com¬ 
mittee of six serving and eight ex- 
serving Naval men elected by the 
Chatham Committee of the Trust, and 
has a reputation for the high standard 
of care and comfort that has been 
attained. 


RESERVE FLEET 
Plymouth Group 

FEW READERS will have missed the 
paragraph in the national Press an¬ 
nouncing the forthcoming production 
of a film on the escape of the Amethyst 
from the Communists down the river 
Yangtze Kiang in 1949. 

Amethyst, at present in the Reserve 
Fleet at Plymouth, is no “ship that 
died of shame,” but eagerly awaits the 
chance to re-enact her old role. 

We are assured of authenticity of 
detail for the Technical Adviser to the 
film company is to be none other than 
Commander J. S. Kerans, D.S.O., who 
commanded Amethyst at the time of 
her daring exploit and for which he 
was promoted and received the D.S.O. 

The Reserve Fleet has a double in¬ 
terest in this film as F.O.C.R.F. 
himself, when Capt. P. G. L. Cazalet. 
D.S.O., D.S.C.. was in command of the 
cruiser London in the Yangtze in 
April. 1949. and was awarded the bar 
to his D.S.O. in November of that year 
for his attempt under the heavy fire 
of the Communists to reach the 
Amethyst. 

Commander Kerans’ part in the 
film will be played by Richard Todd 
and the production will be in the 
hands of Sir Herbert Wilcox. 

Shooting begins in August, we hear. 


“UNIFIT” 

OUR CLAIMS: 

First-class quality goods at 
the lowest possible price, 
together with excellent 
service and a range of 
goods second to none 

ALLOTMENTS ACCEPTED 


“UNIFIT” 

40 MILITARY ROAD, CHATHAM 

Gravesend Chatham Portsmouth Weymouth 
Devonport Scotland Malta 


At jour service . . . 

Curtiss 


«. SONS.LT® 


REMOVALS and WAREHOUSING 

PACKING FOR SHIPMENT 

13 Clarendon Road, Southsea Te 2 &T 


Those ivho demand 

the BEST of everything 
BUY 

NICHOLES 

UO USES 

& avxiiALows "-Ksr 1 - 

★ Architects’ Designs ★ First Quality Materials 

■k Superior Craftmanship ★ Luxury Fittings 

Pleasantly situated in the vicinity of Portsmouth 

Send for illustrated brochure to 

JOHN C. NICHOLLS LTD. 

THE HOUSE GUILDERS 

COURT LANE COSHAM HANTS Te . /642- 



















The presenlaiion was witnessed 


Friendly Wires 


R.N. 

by Chief Officer M. A. P. Cook, 

W.R.N.S., Senior W.R.N.S. Officer, 

.... Portsmouth. Chief Wren Ellis’s 

practical operating, parents, brother and sister-in-law, and 

ast interested! her nephew and niece were on the _ _ o _ _ 

v Office and parade ground to see her receive her Southsea Branch. R.N.F.U.S.W., en- ,, Tea „ w ^ s m ? s f efficiently served by 
medal. joyed a most interesting and instruc- Buck and helpers in the absence 

live talk on "Textiles and Materials” of Mrs. Marchant and other regular 
H.M.S. EXCELLENT by Mr. Bryan Bulpitt. In these days members of the Tea Committee who 

It may not be known outside Whale <£.«>. many chemically made fabrics Wl ** = 

- . this is a very extensive subject, but £ ?? x °F ae ™ ,aia e E8s given ana 

...^ . despite a limited time Mr. Bulpitt by Mrs. Brewer was won by Mr. 

She appeared | liaison between Whale Island and the | ^^omprehensive and enter- ^ tic trmngemen°ts for oufmeet- 

On June 13, 66 members set off at m? s for so long that, he is almost an 
the early hour of 7.30 a.m. on a day's Honorary Member, 
trip to Canterbury. After a short stop , We are very grateful to Wren Higgs 
at Horsham for morning coffee the for looking after members’ children so 


W.R.N.S. NOTES 


H.M.S. MERCURY 
ON TUESDAY, June 12. H.M.S. 

Mercury was greatly honoured with a 
visit by Her Royal Highness the 

Duchess of Kent, who is Chief Com- further classrooms the Duchess was 
mandant of the Women’s Royal Naval shown a representative section of the 
Service. W.R.N.S. Quarters and in the Trainee 

Her Royal Highness, who was Wrens’ Recreation Room she inspec- -- . 

accompanied by her Lady-in-Waiting, ted a fine display of Handicrafts done Island that, as a result of a battle on 
Lady Rachel Davidson, arrived shortly by the Wrens and presented awards June 1, 1794, there has been a close 

after 11.30 a.m. in a helicopter of the for the best exhibits. Ch: r,rr- J '.li— _r.2 

Queen’s Flight and was greeted by most impressed by the quality and Queen’s Royal Regiment. This asso- 
Admiral of the Fleet Sir George quantity of the display and personally ciation is celebrated annually in June 

. . . either at the Regiment’s Headquarters 

or Whale Island. This year the celcbra- 

_ jjgtns '' on too * c P* ace m Whale Island, on 

v "“Ml Saturday, June 2. Wrens in the Unit 
JP helped to look after the soldiers, and 
ttm ~ took them to see the various sporting 

. c * -4F *' activities, around - the - harbour boat 


capably in the Guest Room. 


Future Events 

The Annual Garden Party will be 
held on the Ward Room Lawn, H.M.S. 
Vernon, by kind permission of Capt. 
J. Grant, D.S.O., R.N., on Wednesday, 
July 11, at 2.15 p.m. Members may 
invite two adult guests and their 
children. We hope for fine weather for 
this but alternative arrangements will 
be made in the cinema in case of bad 
weather. 

Sewing Meetings will be held in the 
Wardroom Annexe on July 4 and 18 
at 2.15 p.m. 


duct Medal has been presented to but enjoyable day. 

Petty Officer Wren M. Humphrey, 

Steward (O), of H.M.S. Collingwood. VERNON BRANCH 

We had a practical demonstration THE H.M.S. Vernon Branch outing 
on make-up from a Beauty Counsellor on Wednesday, June 6, was very much 
on Thursday, May 24. This was most enjoyed by the 27 members who 
enjoyable. attended. This year the outing was to 

Sports Day was held on Tuesday. Peek Frcan - S Biscui , FacIory „ Ber _ 
June 12. Members of the W.R.N.S. niondsey where, after stops en route 
Unit were well represented in the for coffee and lunch the part was 
Ladies Events. received by Captain Robertson, once 

K M. BARBACKS, EASTNEY S'‘wi,hV^ to! oS 

Wren R. J. Harvey will be taking factory was most interesting and in- 


Meeting Date 

This month our meeting on July 9 
will take the form of a Garden Parly, 
which is being held by kind permis¬ 
sion of the officers in the Wardroom 
Gardens, Royal Naval Barracks. 

Details of meetings and any in¬ 
formation on membership can be ob¬ 
tained from the Hon. Secretary, 28 
Grant Road, Farlington. Telephone 
78081. 


Creasy (Commander-in-Chief Ports- complimented the prizewinners. 

mouth); Captain A. H. C. Gordon- The winners of the awards were:— .. j .. o 

Lennox (Commanding Officer H.M.S. Best Exhibit, Chief Wren M. E Gould; par( j n ,j, e Portsmouth Command structive, with plenty of biscuits to 
Mercury); Commander I. F. Sommer- Knitting, Chief Wren J. M. Hoy; summing Championships. Iaste op the way. and afterwards we 

ville (Executive Officer H.M.S. Mer- Embroidery, Wren M. T. Reid; Child- were entertained to tea with charming 

cury); Chief Officer M. A. P. Cook, ren’s Wear, Leading Wren D. Draper; PORTSMOUTH NAVY n*vs guides acting as hostesses. 

W.R.N.S. (Senior W.R.N.S. Officer, Dressmaking, Third Officer J. Little- On leaving, each member was given 

Portsmouth Command); and First wood, W.R.N.S.; Crafts and Toys, The W.R.N.S. will contribute to the a parcel containing assorted biscuits 
Officer J. C. Sutton. W.R.N.S. (Officer- Petty Officer Wren M. A. R. Simpson. Arena Display with an exhibition of and a minute Christmas pudding 
in-Chargc, W.R.N.S. H.M.S. Mercury). The Duchess concluded her tour by European Folk Dancing in national which was quite a novelty. 

visiting the Wardroom, where she saw costume. Approximately 40 Wrens it was fortunate that the weather 

_ . f e .. . „__ the W.R.N.S. Stewards (O) and further wifi take part, trained by Second was so kind to us and that both the 

Parade of Ship s Company accommodation, including the Officer M. Morris of H.M.S. Colling- journeys to and from were accom- 

At a parade of the Ship’s Company W.R.N.S. Sick Bay where, perhaps wood. ... . plished without rain. The sweepstake 

Her Royal Highness first inspected the fortunately, there were no patients. New premises have been acquired on the Derby organised by Mrs. Riley 
Royal Guard, formed of New Entry At 3 p.m.. after saying good-bye, for the W.R.N.S. Navy Days Display, provided interest and amusement and 
Telegraphists, who paraded the Her Royal Highness left by helicopter The new site is many times bigger Mrs. Bartlett’s idea of a raffle to pro- 

Queen’s Colour of the Portsmouth and so ended a very memorable occa- than the usual boatshed, and is right v ide the driver's gratuity was a popular 

Command. This was the first occa- sion for H.M.S. Mercury. on the main Dockyard roadway, success, 

sion on which the Colour, which the (Everything will be much more m the 


a aoii-aressing competition in aia court, wnu pibmub uum >nu jijb T „ . 

of the King George’s Fund for Sailors advice. It is hoped that everyone will JOsMl OI Al C 

is being held in July. The dolls are make a special effort to enter for this 

being provided free by the K.G.V. interesting competition and help the roLKf ifiAno 

Committee, and competitors will pro- King George’s Fund for Sailors. UcICUrdlluIIS 

vide materials for dressing the dolls. The dolls will be on exhibition , 

Prizes will be given for the best-dressed between 1600 and 1800 on Monday, H.M. MINESWEEPERS Jewel and 

doll in the following classes:—(a) July 30, Tuesday, 31, and Wednesday, Acute arrived at Rouen on June 22 

Hand made; (b) Machine made; (c) August 1, in Duchess of Kent Bar- for a four-day visit which coincided 

Knitted; in addition there will be a racks; and Lady Creasy has very with the quincentenary celebrations 

special prize for the best entry from kindly consented to present the prizes of Joan of Arc. 
the W.R.N.S. on Wednesday, August 1, at 1615. The celebrations were attended by 


H* Push back the chain, roll up 


------, roll up the 

carpet and dance all evening in your 
own home. Or just sit and listen | 
to your favourite record ... 


VICTORY GALA DAY 


FLOWER, FRUIT, PRODUCE 
AND HANDICRAFTS 
COMPETITIONS 

FLOWER, fruit, produce and handi¬ 
crafts competitions will be held in the 
Royal Naval Barracks, Portsmouth, as 
part of the programme for Victory 
Gala Day, on Wednesday, July 18. All 
ratings serving in Barracks on that day 
and their immediate families are 
eligible to compete. Attractive prizes 
and certificates of commendation will 
be awarded to winners and runners-up. 

If you are interested and want fur¬ 
ther particulars, get in touch with 


... it’s ail the same to the\^^ 

REGENTONE HANDYGRAM 

It plays any record, any size 
OVER ITS OWN LOUDSPEAKER 

13gns 


MODEL HG4W 

(wooden cabinet) 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY I 

of either I 

model for Kil to pat [ 

48, London Road (North End) 

A 118/120, Kingston Road, 
PORTSMOUTH 

Members of the Interport 
Naval Traders’ Association 


(flexo-fibr* cabinet) 


Make the most of youi 
monthly allotment! 

Consult your local branch ot 


Officer, chief petty officer and petty officer Wrens of H.M.S. Collingwood 
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Have YOU a personal problem . . ? 

ASK JOHN ENGLISH 

John English will be pleased to answer your queries. A stamped addressed 
envelope will be appreciated. 


Housing on Discharge 
from (he Service 

WOULD YOU please help me on the 
matter of housing after I leave the 
R.N. in April, 1957. 

We have our names down on two 
housing lists, one at Northampton 
and one at Sunbury in Middlesex; I 
lived in Northampton until I was 
twenty years of age and on marrying 
I lived with my wife's parents in 
Middlesex, but we put our name down 
for Northampton, but were told a 
year or so later that wc would have to 
wait until everyone else who lived in 
the Borough had been accommodated, 
which means that wc will never get a 
house for at least another five years, 
although we have had our names 
down for over four years now. 

At Sunbury (my wife’s former 
home) wc were told we would have 
to wait at least five years again. 

And to make things worse, we had 
to fill in fresh application forms after 
we moved into Admiralty Married 
Quarters here a year ago, and so both 
councils now say that we are settled 
and will have to go to the bottom of 
their lists, so when I leave the Navy 
next year we will have nowhere to 
go with our two children. 

I have written to my M.P. about 
this but he said that there was nothing 
he could do. 

Surely someone realises the position 
we arc in. 

I seem to remember an A.F.O. 
a year or so ago referring to R.N. and 
other Service men being able to get 
a council house on leaving the Forces. 
Could you advise me on this matter, 
please, as I would be very relieved 
to know that wc may have a place to 
go to next year. 

I enclose a stamped addressed en¬ 
velope hoping to hear from you in 
the very near future. 

Answer: With reference to your 
letter of May 15, I have gone very 
carefully into the position regarding 
service personnel on local housing 
lists. A.F.O.2066f55—which has not 
been reissued—did promulgate the 
general line adopted by local authori¬ 
ties, but what you have overlooked is 
the residential clause which most 
councils require before considering 
applications for houses. 

I understand average waiting time 
on council lists if living in the area, 
is some three years. If non-resident j 
it is usually longer. Some councils 
even consider acceptance of M.Qs. as 
an indication that the family is suited, 
and remove the applicant from their 
waiting list. 

Local councils generally do treat 
service personnel as fairly as their 
local civilians, but they are seldom 
prepared to give priority to service 
folk. 

/ am very sorry, but there seems 
to be nothing that can be done to help 
you as in this question you are en¬ 
tirely in the hands of the local coun¬ 
cils, but I suggest that you should 
decide which area you wish to live in, 
cancel your name on the other list, 
and personally visit the Housing 
authorities at the town where you in¬ 
tend to live and try to get satisfaction 
from them. 

Puzzlers !! 

I HAVE for a long time been trying 
to puzzle out the answers to various 
questions relating to the service, and 
not being able to get an adequate 
answer out of this station; I wonder 
if you could help me? 

These are the following questions 
to which I’d very much like an 
answer; 

1. Is it at all feasible to try and 
find out where one’s next draft will 
be after coming home off a foreign 
commission before one actually leaves 
the station as I rather want to pur- 
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chase a house, and it would be rather 
unwise to buy one in London if my 
next draft takes me to Scotland? 

2. This is an “accompanied draft” 
ship, but due to the amount of time 
we do away from Malta, several of 
us in the mess have not brought our 
wives out here, and so we will be 
doing just the 18 months instead of 
the 2{ years. Please could you tell us 
in this case how many days leave per 
month we are entitled to for our 
Foreign Service Leave? 

3. Whilst serving in my last ship, an 
inshore minesweeper, a Commander 
(E) from Admiralty paid me a visit, 
and in the course of conversation 
said that Admiralty was planning to 
get P.O.M.(E)’s with Internal Com¬ 
bustion Engines qualifications per¬ 
manently attached to this type of 
craft instead of being shuttled back¬ 
wards and forwards between ships 
driven by steam and ones driven by 
I.C.E. Being far more interested in 
I.C.E. engines, I wonder if this plan¬ 
ning has come to anything, and if so 
will preference be given to people 
who have spent much time in the 
I.C.E. driven ships who still want to 
serve in them, and can one volunteer 
for such drafts? 

4. Having' completed one foreign 
service commission, how long is it 
roughly before the next one comes 
round. 

I realise that these are all rather 
difficult questions, and the final one 
I'd like to ask is: 

5. Will the Admiralty ever review 
their rules about station leave from 
Malta? One can fly to many coun¬ 
tries, but not to England. The Navy 
in Malta can't get home on station 
leave yet the Army and Air Force 
personnel can, and even in Cyprus, 
with all the trouble they have had 
there, Army and R.A.F. people were 
allowed to fly home for Christmas 
leave last yearl 

I do so hope that you can help 
me on these questions, and I would 
be grateful for any light you may be 
able to throw on them. 

Answer: I will reply individually to 
the paragraph in your letter of May 
20: 

1. This may he possible when cen¬ 
tralized drafting starts in about May 
next year. At present it is only poss¬ 
ible to say the type of service for 
which a man is due. In your case it 
will be Home Sea Service. You should 
volunteer now for service in a ship 
based on a particular area (e.g. Ports¬ 
mouth. Clyde. Portland, etc.), when 
next due for Home Sea Service. / 
understand that you would have a 
very good chance of getting Ports-, 
mouth should you so wish. 

2. Foreign Service Leave scale for 
you is 2 days per month. 

3. At present all engineering rat¬ 
ings qualified in I.C.E.. with the ex¬ 
ception of specially trained National 
Service ratings, are liable to serve in 
steam ships. A request from you to 
serve in an I.C.E. vessel when next 
due for sea has an even chance of 
being granted. 

4. This is an exceedingly difficult 
question to answer. The rime depends, 
among other things, on the period 
spent outside U.K. waters during the 
last spell of Overseas Service and the 
period spent in Home Sea Sen-ice 
after return to the U.K. In general a 
Portsmouth P.O.M.(E) should at pre¬ 
sent expect at least two years home 
service between successive overseas 

; billets. 

5. This is a policy question and 1 
am endeavouring to obtain the answer 

\ for you. You must not, however, over- 
look the point that Army and R.A.F. 

; personnel are liable to serve abroad 
; for much longer periods than the 
• Navy. 


See page 16 


Classifieds that 
bring results 


Book Reviews 

“THE MASTER DIVER AND 
UNDERWATER SPORTSMAN” 
by T. A. Hampton 

THIS BOOK is ably written, and the 
author has obviously had a wide ex¬ 
perience of all forms of underwater 
work and diving. To fully appreciate 
its finer points and to understand the 
diagrams a good basic knowledge and 
some experience of underwater pro¬ 
blems is necessary. Some of the data 
given in it are to be found in fuller 
detail in Siebe Gorman's “ Deep 
Diving Manual,” a book published in 
limited numbers only, and sold 
privately to professional divers. 

The diagrams are rather small, as 
for example the demand valve which 
I think should have been pictured 
and described in much more detail. 

There are several statements made 
by the author with which I don’t 
agree. For example, see page 51. In 
obtaining oxygen from garages and 
engineering works, one is taking a 
risk in its percentage purity, which is 
most important. 

Sec page 102. In anchoring boats 
by means of shots and ballast even 
boats of under four tons will tend to 
drag unless shot is backed up by a 
small anchor. 

These are only minor points, how¬ 
ever, and in summing up, I think the 
book should prove to be a worth¬ 
while buy for the many members of 
underwater clubs throughout the 
country. To become a standard work 
however, much more detail would 
have to be given and the errors men¬ 
tioned eradicated. 

H.M.S. VERNON. 1930-1955. Cdr. 
E D. Webb, R.N. Price 12/6. 

“ HAVE YOU read any good books 
lately ? ” is always a good gambit for 
changing an embarrassing conversa¬ 
tion, but in the case of the book 
under review, the answer is simple. 
This is a good book by any 
standards ; the publishers have done 
themselves credit and provided a 
book which will look well on any 
bookshelf, covered in blue cloth with 
Vernon’s crest in gold, well “ laced ” 
with very good photographs and 
printed on the best paper, it is well 
worth the money. 

History books too often become 
bogged down with facts and figures 
and lack the “ human clement," this 
is a pity because history is formed 
by the “ human element" and the 
fact that a certain action was taken 
on a certain date is surely of less 
importance than the fact that the 
action was taken. Cdr. Webb has 
avoided this and has based his book 
on the personal recollections of 
many contributors “ from Admiral 
of the Fleet to Pensioners.” 

The book covers the period 1930 
to 1955, an extremely important 
period in the life of this establish¬ 
ment embracing the period between 
the wars, the Second World War it¬ 
self and the formation of the T.A.S. 
branch. There is little doubt but that 
even members of the “ family ” will 
find in these pages much information 
which will be new to them, the birth 
of the M.T.B., its growth and divorce 
from its parent, the fact that the first 
Naval decorations of the war were 
bestowed on members of Vernon, 
these arc but a few of a vast number 
of highly interesting episodes. 

If the book tends to accentuate the 
mining and mine countermeasures 
activities of the war years it is, as the 
author points out, because they went 
so far to shorten, if not to win, the 
war, and as far as wc are concerned 
it is of great interest to read Vernon’s 
account after all that we have read 
. from other sources. 

The account of the bombing of 
i Portsmouth, the damage to Vernon 
• and the subsequent dispersal of de¬ 
partments over the countryside of 
Britain, notably Roedean Girl’s 
School, brings vivid recollections of 
. those dark days and the enormous 
administrative problems that followed 
in its wake. The author's humour re¬ 
lieves the grimness of this part of his 
I story but in no way detracts from 
the courage and grim determination 
shown by the actors in this scene. 
This is a story well worth the telling 
and well told; the survival of this 
famous establishment is well exempli¬ 
fied in its motto, “Vernon Always 
Lives.” 

The book is on sale from the Ward 
Room Mess Office, H.M5. Vernon, 
and I repeat, it is well worth the 
money. It is a book that should 
appear in the private library of 
everyone who is, or has been, con¬ 
nected with Vernon, and is of great 
interest to all who go down to the 
sea in ships... a notable contribu¬ 
tion to the Service. 


‘SATURDAY NIGHT OUT’ 


EARLY THIS year the B.B.C. Tele-1 
vision Service asked the Admiralty if 1 
a submarine and a destroyer could be 
provided for a television broadcast 
using, for the first time, a new minia-; 
ture TV camera, and during which it 
was hoped to transmit vision and 
sound from a submarine while she 
was actually submerged—a thing 
never before attempted. 


equipment that only two people (the 
Producer, Nicholas Crocker, and his 
assistant) could get in. TV cameras 
were sited on the starboard side of 
the enclosed bridge, immediately 
above it, and abreast the 4-inch 
mounting aft; aerials, cables and 
electrical gear of every conceivable 
kind were strewn around in a most 
lavish and apparently haphazard way. 
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H.M.S. Grenville 


The Captain (D.), Second Training 
Squadron, was asked to provide the 
ship, and nominated Grenville. The 
submarine chosen was Tapir. 

This broadcast turned out to be not 
only one of the most ambitious ever 
attempted, but, by the grace of God, 
one of the most successful also. 

No Easy Task 

The vision and sound from Tapir 
had to be transmitted to Grenville for 
re-transmission by more powerful 
sets to a receiving station at St. 
Catherine’s Point some seven miles 
away. These were then forwarded to 
the B.B.C. television station at Row- 
ridge near the centre of the Isle of 
Wight, and went by land-line thence 
to London. This meant that direc¬ 
tional aerials in Grenville had to be 
kept trained in the direction of Tapir 
and St. Catherine's Point throughout 
the broadcast—no easy task in a ship 
which was under helm most of the 
time. 

The scene in Grenville on the day 
of the broadcast can best be de¬ 
scribed as one of highly organised 
chaos. The sick bay was so full of 


The none-too-hopefully said “ It 
will be all right for the broadcast— 
it always is” by Richard Dimbleby 
was taken by most of us as pure wish¬ 
ful thinking 1 

But strange and unexpected things 
do indeed happen at sea, and when 
we were on the air at 2000, the 
pictures from Tapir were clearer and 
better than they had been in any of 
the tests ; the programme went with¬ 
out a hitch—and all the hard work 
in Grenville and Tapir seemed to 
have been more than worth while: 
and we learned later that the First 
Lord had written to the Commandcr- 
in-Chief, Portsmouth, that he had 
heard nothing but praise for the pro¬ 
gramme. 

It is a remarkable thing, really, 
when you come to think of it. that 
viewers in Belgium, France and the 
British Isles could actually see what 
the Captain of a submarine sub¬ 
merged in the English Channel was 
seeing through his attack periscope at 
the time he was carrying out his 
attack on a surface ship—full marks 
to the B.B.C. 1 


UNITED KINGDOM 
ATOMIC ENERGY AUTHORITY 


A.E.R.E. HARWELL 


CAREERS FOR 
CRAFTSMEN 


SKILLED CRAFTSMEN are required for a variety of duties 
including the manufacture of prototypes and special equipment 
or the maintenance of highly complex plant, in well equipped 
workshops with up-to-date machine tools. 

PRECISION and MAINTENANCE FITTERS 
and TURNERS, INSTRUMENT MECHANICS 
(ELECTRICAL, ELECTRONIC and MECHANICAL) 
particularly required, but vacancies in other trades 
arise from time to time. 

Applications are especially invited from men in the follow¬ 
ing classes who are due to be released later this year: 

ENGINE ROOM ARTIFICERS 
ELECTRICAL ARTIFICERS 
RADIO ELECTRICAL ARTIFICERS 
ORDNANCE ARTIFICERS 
RADIO ELECTRICIANS 
ELECTRICAL/MECHANICAL MECHANICIANS 

Applications should be sent to Industrial Recruitment Officer, 
A.E.R.E. Harwell, Didcot, Berks, or anyone requiring more 
information should send for a copy of the booklet, “A CAREER 
IN ATOMIC ENERGY,” which sets out some of the conditions 
of employment at Harwell. 














TRAMPS ABROAD 


“ IT WOULD be appreciated if you 
could have your article for next 
month's Navy News in the Editor’s 
office by the 21st.” Such a polite 
note ! He even called me his “ Dear 
George." Thus encouraged, I thrust 
my hand into a pile of sketches and 
extract at random a somewhat 
tattered sheet. In the top right hand 
corner is scrawled “ Muscat,” so 
"Muscat” it must be. 

Dear Reader, if you want to be 
bored to tears, then read on. After 
all. I’m not paid for doing this, and 
I’ll not be reprimanded if our 
esteemed Editor finds no corner for 
my rumblings in the News. 

“ And keep it short,” he growled 
over the 'phone, for my last article 
was spread over two months. 

But how easy it is to ramble on ! 
Even as I write, a small boy pushed 
his head into my cabin and yells 
’’ Mum! here's Nelson.” A sudden 
stampede and a dozen tousled heads 
appear like stacked wine casks in the 
doorway. “ Grrr." I rumble, and they 
hurriedly join their guide en route 
for Nelson's cabin on the next deck. 

Distant Memories 

Muscat is the Capital and Principal 
port of the Independent Sultanate of 
Muscat and Oman. Not a bad 
sentence that, almost worthy of the 
Manchester Guardian, but if you 
want more, may I suggest you go 
straight to the nearest reference 
library and look up the encyclopedia 


WEEKEND LEAVE 

(LONG AND SHORT) 

TRIUMPH COACHES 


3 Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth 

Phone 70863 

Operate the following Official Express Services 
for Service Personnel EVERY WEEKEND 

NORTHAMPTON . it/- , 

LEICESTER . 26/- 

NOTTINGHAM. 31/- | 

SHEFFIELD .36/3 

HUDDERSFIELD . 60/6 

BRADFORD . 43/6 

LEEDS .43/6 

OXFORD . . IS /- 

BANBURY . 17/6 

WARWICK . 20/- 

COVENTRY .23/- 

BIRMINGHAM 25/- 

WOLVERHAMPTON. 26/- 

STAFFORD . 30/- 

NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME. 32/6 

MANCHESTER. 38/6 

LIVERPOOL . 40/6 

BRISTOL (Wcstbury, Trowbridge and 

Bath) . 17/6 

PLYMOUTH .26/- 

DRUMBRIDGES . 21/6 

EXETER. 19/6 

PORTLAND . 15/- 

SALISBURY . 8/3 

MARLBOROUGH . 15/- 

SWINDON . 18/- 

CIRENCESTER. 21/- 

GLOUCESTER. 25/- 

READING (Basingstoke) (not Friday) II/- 
A II these services will take the following route 
for convenience of Service Personnel: R.M. 
Barracks, Eostney: H.M.S. Vernon: Royal Sailors’ 
Home Club, Queen Street: R.N. Barracks, 
Unicorn Gate: Stanley Rd. for H.MS. Excellent: 
H.M.S. Phoenix: R.A.O.C., Hilseo Barracks; 
Cosham Hornes; Red Lion, Farcham. For further 
information write, phone or call: Triumph 
Coaches Ltd., 3 Edinburgh Rd. Phone 70863. 


under “ M ” ? No extravaganza of 
description here, my hands have been 
tied, vivid memories appear over the 
opaque wall of my consciousness 
(Mark Twain, unquote). Muscat is 
enclosed by high hills and land com¬ 
munication with the rest of Arabia 
cart only be maintained via Matrah, 
about five miles distant. 

The two hills commanding the en¬ 
trance to the small bay of Muscat arc 
patterned with the white painted 
names of hundreds of ships which 
have visited the port during the past 
fifty or sixty years. One can visualise 
the" risk to life and limb of the sailors 
who have hung perilously over the 
clitf edge searching for a smooth area 
of gray red rock, paint pot tied to 
waist and hands grimly clutching 
rope and brush. 

The Chief " Buffer ” managed ours 
with the assistance of a dozen stal¬ 
warts. The rock face looked like a 
bird sanctuary by the time be had 
finished. It had cost the Commander 
six months supply of white flatting, 
and the whole party had claimed new 
overalls on completion, without 
success however ! 

The high walls which surround the 
city arc studded with fortresses, one 
of which 1 show in my sketch. It is 
in such a fortress that one is placed 
for the night if found after sunset 
without a candle lantern. The Naval 
Stores were ransacked in order to 
send twenty officers off to the local 
club’s cocktail party, all very natty 
in mess undress and armed with 
lanterns, they manned the boat from 
the port gangway, little lights twinkl¬ 
ing in a line, the strains of the song 
of the seven dwarfs ” We dig dig 
dig ” came from the laughing song¬ 
sters and the accordion player on the 
boatdcck. 

It was well after “ Pipe Down ” 
when their boat was seen returning, 
but the accordionist was waiting to 
welcome them back, a couple of 
messmates keeping an eye on the 
" Jaunty's ” office in the meantime. 

The people live largely on dates 
and unleavened bread, no utensils arc 
used, food being conveyed to the 
mouth by hand. Coffee, unsweetened 
and bitter, is drunk from small cups 
without handles. 

Cigarette Smoking 

Cigarette smoking is not permitted 
in the streets, and sailors when 
ashore prefer not to offend public 
taste but wait until they are clear of 
the town before smoking. 

The people arc strict Moham¬ 
medans. hospitable and courteous. 
The men wear long arab gowns and 
the women clothe themselves in 
black, their faces covered in vizors. 

The local “ soccer ” team, playing 
in bare feet, defeated us while the 
whole population of 4.500 odd 
cheered themselves frantic. What 
colour against the drabness of the 


THE THIRD of the exercises 
appropriately named “ Sleeping 
Beauty ” took place in Portsmouth 
during June. 

These exercises arc part of the 
policy to test the effectiveness of pre¬ 
servation and efficiency of the mobi¬ 
lisation organisation, the previous 
ones having brought forward Dainty 
and Eglinton. 

On this occasion an Inshore Mine¬ 
sweeper, H.M.S. Brantingham, was 
chosen. Brantingham is one of 
the I.M.S. constructed under the 
Admiralty’s 1950 Supplementary pro¬ 
gramme. Built by the Ailsa Ship¬ 
building Company, Troon, Ayrshire, 
she was accepted for the Navy on 
July 1, 1954, and named after a 
village near Hull. She was sailed to 
Diligence and later to Messrs. 
Camper and Nicholson’s, Gosport, 
where she completed preservation, 
which included the fitting of an 
’’ ark,” a wooden protective canopy 
over the whole of the upper deck, in 
June, 1955. 

In Reserve 

The bulk of the present new con¬ 
struction programme of Inshore 
Minesweepers is earmarked to be 
held in reserve over a considerable 
period and at short notice. In view 
of the manpower shortage it has 
been necessary to devise methods to 
reduce the manpower requirements 
for their day to day maintenance. 
Extensive preservation has therefore 
been undertaken, much of this on 
similar lines to the larger ships of 
the Reserve Fleet, but these small 
wooden craft do present special pro¬ 
blems of their own on account of 
their complicated wooden construc¬ 
tion and the multiplicity of different 


Send your news and items 
of interest to ‘Navy News’ 


surrounding hills I I sat on a camel 
cart, oblivious to the skilful exciting 
play, pencil skipping over sheet after 
sheet of my sketch pad. What useful 
little drawings they have been to me 
loo ! Whenever 1 find a painting not 
just right in composition, 1 refer to 
my Muscat arab sketches to pull my 
picture back on to an even keel. 

The people appear so poverty 
stricken. Yet in the tiny rock anil 
mud huts, where exquisite jewellery 
is made, one can sec small barrels 
filled with golden sovereigns, the 
fruits of the first world war. 

I am afraid that that is all the 
space the Editor will allow me. but 
if you ever go to Muscat, take your 
camera, or far better, a pencil (it’s 
cheaper) it is a city of light and 
shade and antiquity. May I end with 
the warning that the Customs are 
pretty strict on those trying to 
smuggle sovereigns into the United 
Kingdom ? 


Modem Noah's AiV 

metals incorporated in their hulls. 

To allow continuous ventilation, 
which is necessary to avoid dry rot 
and at the same time to prevent the 
entry of rain, the whole of the upper 
deck, including the bridge and all 
equipment with the exception of the 
upper part of the mast is covered 
with a wooden awning or “ Noah’s 
Ark.” To prevent corrosion of under¬ 
water fittings all items such as pro- 
pellors. shafts, inlets and outlets are 
completely “ packaged,” (covered 
with Koonkoting material), while the 
craft is on the slip for preservation. 
All electrical and engineering equip¬ 
ment of a delicate nature is 
thoroughly preserved and covered 
with a sealing wrap to avoid deterio¬ 
ration. All moving parts throughout 
the ship, i.e. valves, spindles, hinges, 
etc., are cleaned and coated with an 
appropriate preservative. 

The bringing forward of such a 
craft therefore needs a considerable 
amount of skilled effort and on 
account of its small size it is essential 
that the various departments arc 
most carefully co-ordinated in order 
to make the best use of the limited 
space and time available. 

Checking of Stores 

The first and most spectacular job 
is the removal of the wooden awning, 
together with the unsealing of the 
under water fittings by a shallow 
water diver. By no means the least 
ardous of the tasks is the checking 
of the naval stores required by the 
craft. 

To more closely represent mobili¬ 
sation conditions as might obtain in 
an emergency it was decided to carry 
out an exercise with a crew drawn 
from the R.N.V.R. as they would i 
have no prior knowledge of the craft I 


in question although a few of them 
might have limited experience in 
craft of this type. This policy justi¬ 
fied itself in that it was immediately 
discovered that two of the engine 
room ratings had never previously 
had experience with internal com¬ 
bustion engines (one was understood 
to be a steam locomotive driver in 
civil life). Nevertheless the spirit and 
tempo of the exerejse was such that 
all were anxious to play their part 
to the full and very quickly 
accustomed themselves to their new 
tasks and surroundings. 

The crew was drawn mainly from 
the London Division of the R.N.V.R. 
and under the command of 
Lieut.-Cdr. G. J. Y. Thorpe, R.N.V.R. 
joined Hornet p.m. on Sunday, June 
10, and the exercise began the next 
day. 

The programme was adhered to ir. 
spite of a number of setbacks such 
as leaking decks, faulty radio and 
minor electrical problems, all caused 
by exceptionally heavy rain during 
the latter part of the exercise. The 
ship’s company were, however, en¬ 
couraged in no small way by the pro¬ 
mise of a shake down cruise to St. 
Peter, Guernsey, provided they were 
ready to sail in time. 

So the third Sleeping Beauty, 
H.M.S. Brantingham sailed on 
Wednesday, June 20, at 0930 after 
The Flag Ofliccr Commanding Re¬ 
serve Fleet. Vice-Admiral Sir Peter 
Cazalet. K.B.E., C.H., D.S.O.,* D.S.C.. 
had walked round. 

This is the first of a series of 
monthly articles which will be con¬ 
tributed by all the Groups of the 
Reserve Fleet and will show that 
though in Reserve, the fleet is very 
active. 


Sportsman of the Month 


PETTY OFFICER Barnes, P.T.I., 
who joined the Service as a Boy 
Seaman in 1943. began his naval 
“ sporting ” career with a prize 
awarded " for sporting service to his 
Division” at H.M.S. St. George— 
boys training establishment in the 
Isle of Man during the War. It was 
also here that he started a long con¬ 
tinuous record of representing his 
ship at soccer and usually the 
Squadron and Command XI as well. 
In between he has managed to find 
time to have a successful period in 
the P.T. Branch. He qualified P.T.2 
in 1948 and in that and the following 
year took part in the Window 
Ladder and Combined Services 
Parallel Bar and High Box Teams 
at the Royal Tournament. He was 
again at Earl's Court in 1951 for 
"Chair Tricks" and the succeeding 
year he was Staff Instructor in 
charge of a "Skates” Crew in the 
Rope and Window Ladder. 

At present he has the all-important 
task of maintaining the high standard 
of fitness and moral which prevails 
in the Home Air Command Field 
Gun's Crew. He has been with them 
since they formed and will be once 
again up' at the Royal Tournament. 
Even with this full time task, P.O. 


Barnes has also perhaps reached his 
zenith in Navy football. He toured 
Guernsey with R.N. XI, played in 
the H.A.C. XI, winners of the Inter- 
Command Trophy and also Daedalus 
XI, which unfortunately lost 2—1 to 
Collingwood in the final of the Navy 
Cup. 


Moulders 

(PORTSMOUTH) 


BOOKS & MUSIC 

NEW AND SECONDHAND 

Over 500,000 Volumes in stock. 
Magazines, Periodicals, Penguins, etc. 
School Books—Advance and Junior. 
Music Dept. — Operas, Oratorios, 
Instrumental, etc. 
EVERYTHING YOU WANT 
Write, Call or Phone 5144 
318 FRATT0N RD., PORTSMOUTH 


H.M.S. ARK ROYAL 
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(Continued from page 3) 
equipment, capable of tracking and' 
communicating with all the ship’s air¬ 
craft when they are operating far out 
of sight. 

Ark Royal is fitted with a new 
angled deck, and it is interesting to 
note that Capt. D. R. F. Cambell, 
D.S.C., R.N., an ofliccr directly con¬ 
cerned with the conception of this 
most important development in naval 
aviation, was the ship's first captain. 
The ship is also fitted with mirror deck¬ 
landing aids. One last item of interest¬ 
ing information : Following the sink¬ 
ing of the third Ark Royal, the ship’s 
canteen committee purchased a silver 
bell from the balance of the ship’s 


fund for presentation to ships bearing 
the name. Nineteen inches in diameter 
and weighing nearly 2 cwt.. the bell 
carries an inscription consisting of the 
ship’s crest, the names of the com¬ 
manding officers from November, 
1938, to November. 1941, and a brief 
summary of his principal operations, 
together with the words "From the 
Company who sailed in the Ark in the 
years 1939 to 1941 to those who follow 
them.” 

The following words, taken from a 
framed notice on vellum which accom¬ 
panies the bell, are worthy of note : 
"May the sound of this bell remind us 
of the power of harmony in the lives 
of men.” 








MOTORING NOTES 


SHEIKH VISITS H.M.S. HORNET 


A RECENT experience by a young 
Naval Officer in purchasing a new 
Austin A.30 van with the intention of 
converting it into an estate car, raises 
so many points against which one 
must be on guard when buying a car 
that I feel a few more words of 
advice on the subject are justified. 
The case quoted happened at the end 
of May this year and is absolutely 
true. 

Salesman's promises arc worthless 

The officer in question un¬ 
fortunately went to the nearest dealer 
to his-house, instead of to an Austin 
agent. Unfortunately this particular 
dealer employs an extremely keen 
salesman who is a match for most 
Service personnel and it didn’t take 
him long to secure an order for an 
A.30 Van. He did this by promising 
to obtain side windows and a seat 
for the rear of the van in ample time 
to enable the conversion to be com¬ 
pleted before June 1, 1956, the zero 
date fixed for such conversions to 
be free of purchase tax. After several 
calls on the garage the officer’s wife, 
with feminine intuition, realised they 
were being strung along and came to 
me for advice. 

With only five days to go I found 
that the windows ordered were un¬ 
obtainable. whilst the special scat the 
salesman intended to sell them was 
not only unsuitable but quite un¬ 
necessary. He was unaware that by 
removing eight screws half of the 
floor of the van can be removed to 
expose a specially shaped scat pan 
which is intended for a much more 
comfortable and cheaper seat. 
Fortunately, there was just time to 
sort out the problem, but if this 
young couple had relied on the sales¬ 
man’s promise they would have been 
faced with payment of Purchase Tax 
to the tune of a further £163. 

Whilst examining the van I had 
reason to be suspicious of sundry 
squeaks and rattles and gave it a care¬ 
ful examination. Despite their obliga¬ 
tions, the dealer had not only failed 
to carry out a pre-delivery check but 
had also not carried out the free 
500-mile service, although it was 
alleged to have been carried out that 
morning. Nothing whatsoever had 
been done to the car since it left the 
works and most of the grease points 
were dry. and the suspension squeak¬ 
ing badly. Furthermore the guarantee 
had not been completed and registered 
or the service voucher book stamped. 

Since this is not an isolated ex¬ 
perience. in fact it is almost a regular 
occurrence, I have been forced to 
distrust many small dealers and con¬ 
sider the following steps not only 
reasonable but essential when buying 
a car. 

Check the car before you pay for it 

(a) Never be rushed into making a 
decision—there is no longer a 
waiting list. 

(b) Only buy from a main agent un¬ 
less you arc very experienced. 


Motor dealers are much tougher 
business people than most 
Service personnel; the smaller 
the tougher usually. 

(c) Never rush the agent into im¬ 
mediate delivery but give him at 
least three clear days to prepare 
the car. 

(d) Make it quite clear that you in¬ 
tend to thoroughly examine the 
car before accepting it. 

(e) Make it quite clear that you also 

require a run in the car to check 
it for rattles and unusual noises 
in transmission, etc., before 

acceptance. Guarantee claims 

after delivery are a nuisance. 

(f) Do not pay for the vehicle until 
you arc satisfied by examination 
that it is in all respects ready. 
In short, keep your cheque book 
in your pocket until you have 
checked the car yourself. Need¬ 
less to state the car should be 
immaculate. 

Road Tests—The Morris Minor 

The Morris Minor is so popular 
and has established itself so firmly 
that a road test report is almost 
superfluous. 

Of the three 8 h.p. British cars on 
the market it is the most expensive 
being £37 dearer than the Standard 8 
and £75 dearer than the equivalent 
Austin A.30. For this additional cost 
the internal trimming and upholstery 
is slightly better than the other two 
whilst you also have torsion bar front 
suspension instead of the coil spring¬ 
ing of the others. 

As for performance the Morris 
Minor has the same engine and trans¬ 
mission as the Austin A.30 and has 
a very similiar performance. It suffers 
from the same water pump weakness 
as the A.30 which is not, however, 
very serious, whilst the intermediate 
gear ratios, particularly third gear, 
arc not happily chosen if real per¬ 
formance is desired. This does not 
concern the ordinary motorist, how¬ 
ever, who is usually more interested 
in economy with comfort and re¬ 
liability. You undoubtedly get all 
three of these in the Morris Minor. 

Apart from the slightly better in¬ 
terior finish, the main feature of the 
Minor is its incredible road holding. 
This is so good that it is possible 
to become over confident when 
emulating Stirling Moss on corners 
and to get into serious trouble. It is 
in fact possible to lose control very 
suddenly as the car will break away 
when cornering at excessive speed 
without any warning at all. This 
speed incidentally is likely to be 
about 5 m.p.h. faster than any other 
car and about 15 m.p.h. faster than 
most Naval motorists would attempt 
to corner at anyway. 

To sum up, the Morris Minor is a 
brilliant little car. well made, with 
excellent roadholding, lacking some¬ 
what in sheer performance but more 
than compensating for this in com¬ 
fort and economy. 

A. E. Marsh 


ATHLETICS 

R.N. BARRACKS. PORTSMOUTH, INTER-GROUP 
ATHLETIC SPORTS, 1956 

TEAM RESULTS 


1st, Victoria Barracks; 2nd, P.T. School; 3rd, Frobisher; 4th. Anson; 5th, Howe 


MARRIED QUARTERS 


JUNE HAS been a very busy month 
during which the furnishing squad 
has been .out every working day 
furnishing new houses. These have 
been principally ratings’ quarters at 
Paulsgrovc, Brockhurst and Rowner, 
but there have also been three 
officers’ houses. This happy state of 
affairs will continue and, in fact, the 
rate of furnishing and occupying will 
be stepped up as soon as approval 
is given to an increase of staff asked 
for some time ago. 

Misfortune has dogged the Eastney 
ratings' estate. The first houses have 
been nearly ready for some time but 
there has been unexpected difficulty 
in obtaining certain materials and 
fittings. At the risk of again being 
proved wrong, it will be stated that 
it is hoped to occupy the first houses 
at this estate during the first week of 
July. 

During July it is also expected that 
the transformer will be completed 
and the first road ready at Drayton. 
There should be up to a dozen new 
houses for officers of the rank of 
Lieutenant and below by the end of 
the month. 


Building Continues 

Building progress continues to be 
satisfactory at those estates under 
construction but which have not yet 
got to the stage of producing com¬ 
pleted houses. There should be no 
danger of any gap in the flow of 
new quarters. 

Hirings continue to be difficult to 
find. This state of affairs is likely to 
continue at any rate until the end 
of the summer season. 

The end of the month may show 
improvement in some of the rosters, 
waiting time having decreased. 
Fluctuations are to be expected as 
the volume of applications is to some 
extent seasonal. There is always a 
spate of applications after a leave 
period and usually a relative dearth 
during the leave period. The rosters 
are also affected by the return of a 
ship's company from foreign service 
as many of them are entitled to apply 
for priority. Whilst the object is to re¬ 
duce waiting time as far as possible, 
too much regard should not be paid 
to month to month fluctuations. At 
present the volume of applications 
continues to be high. 


Conversation 

Piece 


H.M.S. DAEDALUS 

(R.N. Barracks, Lce-on-Solent) 


AT HOME 


AIR DAY, Nth AUGUST 




THE EVENING was balmy and 
gardening chores over, the regulars 
were trooping into the “ Lamb and 
Pig,” somewhere in Wessex, for a 
well earned pint. 

Their eyes were arrested by a gay 
poster in red, white and blue. 

“Hey Bert, seen this?” Bert drew 
out his glasses, put them on and read 
out slowly “ Royal Naval Air 
Station, Yeovilton—Air Day—Satur¬ 
day, July 28—Hying Display—Mock 
Battle—sounds all right, Jim. You 
thinking of going ? ” 

“Aye, Bert.” 

“Taking the missus?” 

“ Dunno about that, Bert. She'll 
have an awful bind having to lug 
young Alfie round in the go-cart and 
young Doris and Georgic too; they're 
a handful." 

“ She don't have to Jim. Look it 
says. ‘Children's Creche and Play 
Park.’ Young sailor on a motorbike 
told me Saturday, you can park babes 
in arms in the Creche all afternoon 
without a worry in the world. The 
staff there will change their nappies 
and all, feed ’em too if Missus leaves 
bottle and instructions.” 

“ Bess will be tickled pink to hear 
that Bert, but I was hoping for a pint 
or two of wallop while 1 was there 
and what chance is there with Bess 
around ? ” 

“ Every chance in the World. Jim. 
They do say there's a beer hangar and 
two tea hangars quite separate, hold 
thousands of people, Jim.” 

“That’s all right, Bert, but what 
about Doris and Georgic ? ” 

“ Well, Jim when you and Bess 
gets tired of having ’em around, take 
’em to the Play Park. Just tell the 
Attendant, you’ll collect ’em later. 
He won’t let ’em out till you come 
back." 

“Sounds fine, Jim. They do say 
this ’ere Mock Battle is going to be 
quite something.” - . 

"Yus Bert, biggest show in the 
West Country since D Day. and the 
Flying. They got some Aces up 
their sleeve all right, but how arc we 
going to get there ? ” 

“Jim, boy, why don't we ask the 
landlord to fix a coach; two, maybe?” 

“That’s an idea, Bert, you’ll take 
your missus of course and Joyce 
too.” 

“ Joyce turned eighteen now. Jim. 
Soon as she heard there was sailors. 
Royal Marine Commandos, Hussars 
and all the rest, she's been saving up 
for a new frock. She's set her mind 
on being invited to the Station Dance 
afterwards.” 

“If I knows Joyce, and sailors 
hasn't changed, she will be, Bert.” 

“ Cheers, Jim.” 

“Cheers, Bert.” 
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R.N.B. DEVONPORT 

BY WAY of introduction to Navy 0 f the blitzed Boscawen which will 
News, let Dcvonport be the first to ]j n k U p w ith the modernised Haw- 
congratulate Meet Air Arm on their kins block to provide accommodation 
very fine performance in this years f or about 1,500 junior ratings. The 
Field Gun Competition. For the past old-style large barrack rooms will 
lour years Dcvonport has set the pace disappear, to be replaced by “living 
and has seen the Fastest i ime and units” each designed for about 20 
Aggregate Time come tumbling down m en. Recreation rooms, a new galley 
—notably in Coronation Year when and dining hall will also be incor- 
the West Country Crew lowered their porated. 
own Fastest Time record on no less 

than nine occasions. Movements and Drafting 

The Field Gun Competition is one Among recent arrivals at Dcvon- 
of the hardiest annuals ot the Royal port werc h.M.S. Dalrymple and 
Tournament, and never tails to bring h.M.S. St. Kitts, both from the Medi- 
thc audience to its lect It is sin- terrancan. With the Summer Cruise 
corely to be hoped that the line com- j n f u n swing, Devonport-manned 
pemtive spirit it creates will not end ships arc cllrre ntly engaged on a 
with the passing o! the Port Division ser ics of seaside visits, including 
era. and that next year we shall still H.M.S. Apollo to Teignmouth. H.M.S. 
be hearing the traditional battle-cries Battleaxc to Cardiff and H.M.S. 
Meantime, well done Fleet Air Arm! Ocean to Hartlepool. 

During the month R.N.B. had its An interesting movement, though 
67th birthday; its first occupants hav- 0 f a non-operational nature, is that 
mg moved in on June 3. 188) One of H.M.S. Amethyst who. is shortly to 
ol the first official mentions of the comc 0U ( 0 f cocooned reserve to play 
Establishment appeared in the Navy the leading rolc in a fllm entitled 

“Yangtse Incident”. The towing oper¬ 
ation to the film's location will be 
carried out by Cdr. J. S. Kerans. 
D.S.O., who commanded the frigate 
at the time of her epic dash down¬ 
river. Cdr. Kerans has also been ap¬ 
pointed technical adviser to the studio 
producing the film. 

In the drafting world, July's biggest 
operation is the recommissioning of 
' ~ '" com- 

nlement in preparation for a General 
Jcrvice Commission (Homc/Med.). 
The ship is due to complete to full 
complement in October. Other ships 
commissioning at Dcvonport during 
July include H.M.S. Whitby for Home 
Sea Service with the Third Training 
Squadron; H.M.S. Pellew for Home 
Sea Service with the Second Training 
Squadron, and H.M.S. Girdlencss. 
also for Home Sea Service. 


however, that plans arc now in pre- affair: it is an honour which has to 
paration. for a new block on the site be won. 

Thus, on Monday. July 30. Her 
Majesty The Queen is going to Lee- 
on-Solcnl to present her Colour, for 
the first time, to “The Royal Naval 
Barracks. Lee-on-Solent, in view of 
the size and status of the Fleet Air 
Arm. for use within the United King¬ 
dom.” This means that the Colour 
will be available to other Air Stations 
in the United Kingdom should they 
have occasion to parade a Queen’s 
Colour. A Queen's Colour may be 
paraded only on shore on British ter¬ 
ritory at parades at which members 
of the British Royal family arc 
present, to celebrate the birthday of 
members of our Royal Family and as 
directed by the Admiralty. The same 
marks of respect are paid to the 
Queen's Colour as to the Royalty 
itself. 


COMMAS 


Outline Programme of the 
Queen’s Visit 

After spending the night of July 
29. at the First Sea Lord's house at 
Romscy. the Queen will come to Lee- 
on-Solent by car, travelling via Titch- 
field and Stubbington. After a very 
brief ston at Flag Officer Air (HomeVs 
house, the Queen will arrive at the 
Parade, which is being held on Run¬ 
way 28/10 at the Western End, at 
1130. Her route will be via Queen's 
Gate. Albion Road and the Perimeter 
Track. 

A Royal Guard (100) is being pro¬ 
vided jointly by Daedalus (50), Ford 
(25) and Ariel (25). The other Air 
Stations and the W.R.N.S. of the 
Home Air Command arc each provid¬ 
ing one company (25) for the parade, 
which will be under the Command of 
the Captain of Bramcote. 

The massed R.M. Bands of Flag 
Officer Air (Home), Commander-in- 
Chief. Portsmouth and R.N.A.S. 
Bramcote will also be parading. 

The ceremony will last for 45 
minutes and will end with a fly past 
of 108 aircraft led by Flag Officer 
Flying Training. 

The Queen will then, after a short 
interval, go to the Wardroom. Here 
she will have some selected ratings 
and their wives presented to her be¬ 
fore attending a reception for some 
Officers and their wives, and a small 
lunch party being given by Flag 
Officer Air (Home). The Queen will 
finally leave Daedalus, via the Main 
Gate at 1425. 


Another piece ot mstory that h.M.S. A rk Royal with a 3/5 
becomes topical this year concerns p | c • • - ~ 

the revival of a famous name in naval !•„. 
gunnery. On August 9, 1856, H.M.S. 

Cambridge was commissioned at 
Dcvonport as the West Country Gun¬ 
nery Training Ship, and her bell still 
hangs outside H.M. Gunnery School 
in the Barracks. On the 100th anni¬ 
versary of "the last of the name,” 
the Gunnery Range at Wcmbury, 
near Plymouth is to commission as 
an independent command under the 
name H.M.S. Cambridge. 

A further removal soon to take 
place is that of the Fire Fighting 
School from the Barracks to Tamer- 
ton Foliot (site of the legendary THE QUEEN presents her Colour to 
treacle mines!). combatant units only, although in the 

Since the opening last year of the Navy the unit is usually presented 
palatial Cunningham-Frascr accom- with the Colour to mark the Queen's 
modation block for Chief and Petty recognition of the importance of the 
Officers, little Barracks rcconstruc- Command to which the unit belongs, 
tion has taken place in terms of actual Presentation of the Queen's Colour in 

steel and concrete. It is understood, the first place is not an automatic 


Spectators 

There will be accommodation for 
just over 3,000 spectators and 90 per 
cent of the accommodation will be 
seated. 

A certain number of official guests 


Fleet Air Arm Field Gun < 


have been invited to attend and the 
other Air Stations, naval units based 
at R.A.F. Stations and the United THE FLEET Air Arm Field Gun The most embarrassing was when the 
Kingdom based carriers have been Crew repeated their 1950 success by run was being televised and the gun 
invited to send contingents, most of winning all three trophies at this year’s went under, instead of over, the first 
which arc likely to be small for Royal Tournament. It has been the wall. However, the trainer was given 
reasons of geography. Nevertheless, fulfilment of six years’ endeavour by permission to touch a piece of gear 
this is essentially a Daedalus occasion the trainer, Petty Officer D. B. Williams and the blood was wiped off the barrel 
and it is hoped that as many as pos- who himself ran in the 1950 crew. before the run back! 

siblc of those in Daedalus who wish During the five months the crew The first wcek of the competition 
to watch the ceremony may do so and trained at Lee-on-Solent they pro- produced the steady fast times that 
that if possible, they may have a duccd SO mc 'very encouraging times, everyone wanted. A 3.22-1/5 gave 

t)l PC fn ipmmmntt thorn ..... J ^ U c ri.1l Mit ftv<> 


ior me cniiarcn oi uaeaaius iamincs . ^ K owcvcr seemed to indicate The Inter-Command cup was 

to see the Queen as she drives past . .if'’ m ?"ever. scemeu io muicaie .... . , F •, ...he hv 

in her car and also to attend the Dress ll ¥*‘ ** s'ine pis . Cou '; . record Devonoort Fleet Air Arm nut 

Rehearsal which is scheduled for of 3.21-4/5 could be broken this year, Pealing Dcvonport, i icct Air Arm put 

Th,,rca , wmen is scneauicu tor ' themselves in an unassailable position 


Thursday. July 26. It is understood 
that local schools break up on July 


... ... . since Chatham could not possibly hope 

Embarrassing Moment to gajn enoug h points on the last day. 

At Earls Court in the first week There were several bad runs at the 
things did not augur well. The crew end of the second week, produced, not 
was running three spare men due to by any attempts to beat the record, 
last minute injuries, and the run, but more by fear of not maintaining 
although excellently surfaced, pro- their earlier good runs which gave that 
duccd many little hitches in the drill, indefinable edge of nerves and tension 


27 but perhaps Headmasters might 
let the children off for the forenoon 

Dress 


of July 26 to watch 
Rehearsal. 

It is under consideration to arrange 


for the children to be looked after 
and entertained during the ceremony, 
to enable mothers to watch the cere¬ 
mony with their husbands, and then 
collect their children on completion. 

In any case another adult, relation or 
friend, would be allowed to accom¬ 
pany the children in the children’s 
enclosure. 

| high-lights of the Show was thc ex- 

Traffic Arrangements 

I his will be a complex problem. To w ; nd madc balancing very difficult interest shown looks well for Air Day 


R IV A Q PITT nROSF Cornwall Show. In connection with 
H.U.A.9. lhc Ajr Day “Operation Drummer” 

POSSIBLY THE greatest Summer took place on June 12 and 13. A team 
attraction in Cornwall, the Royal consisting of three officers and a 
Cornwall Show was held this year at W.R.N. driver covered almost three 
Helston on June 6 and 7. One of the hundred miles of Cornish and Dcvon- 
high-lights of the Show was the ex- shire territory distributing well over 
ccllcnt showing of the Culdrose two hundred posters, lhc team lound 
Gymnastic Display Team. A sjrong most shopkeepers^ helpful and ^the 

but the high standard of gymnastics attendance figures, 
throughout the display earned the As tentatively forecast in our last 
team much applause from the many newsletter the Station Cricket Team 
spectators. The Show was reported as are carrying on the good work of their 
the best since the war and it is cer- winter rivals, and they .arc having a 
lainly a feather in the cap of our very successful season to date. Of the 
teams to have taken part in it. ten games played against local and 

Already many letters of apprecia- Service sides, nine have been won and 
tion have reached the Station com- one drawn. Your correspondent is 


NINETY SECONDS! 


The Naafi Club, Portsmouth, and the White Ensign Club, Weymouth, can 
now take your orders for cooked meals and serve them in a twinkling of an eye. 
At these Clubs an “infra-red ray” griller has been installed. Here you can 
order your meal and watch it being rapidly cooked. 

“Infra-red” contact electric grills deal with a steak in ninety seconds. For 
eggs, bacon, ham, hamburgers, tomatoes and similar dishes, there is an electric 
griddle plate. Fish and chips arc prepared by the “Visidial” electric fryer. Mean¬ 
while, the “infra-red” overhead heating unit keeps your food hot and perfectly 
fresh. 

All this equipment goes to maice up the new “Called Order Service”. Come 
and see it for yourself and sample the food prepared by this modern method. 
Then tell us what you think about it. Write to: 

The Manager, Naafi Club, Cambridge Junction, PORTSMOUTH, or to 
The Manager, White Ensign Club. St. Nicholas Street, WEYMOUTH. 


The official canteen organisation for H.M. Forces 

Imperial Court, Kennington, London, S.E.ll 










II NEWS 


Hampshire Firefighting Competition 

ON SATURDAY June 9, 1956, Hamp- breeching and from this add two lines some fantastic wrestling exhibitions 
shire Fire Service held their Annual of one length each, fix branches and with high pressure hoses in front of 
Competition and Firelighting Display knock down one target with each jet. targets, gave light relief to the serious 
at the R.A.F. Station Beaulieu, which (b) Event No. 9, Major Pump Drill for side, particularly when the commen- 

H.M. Forces for the "Aldershot Old tator was drenched in his broadcasting 
Association” Challenge van, and a pause for lunch at 1300 


Service teams were invited to attend, 
A remarkable response to this invi- 


Comrades' 

Ution produced no less than fourteen | Cup in which the crew had to run to | came as a welcome relief. 

ie fourteen crews entered, 
Siskin remained in the open 


Service teams. 9 Royal Navy, 3 Royal the pump and get to work from the 

Air Force and 2 Army Fire Brigades, dam using two lengths of suction: run ... 

all extremely keen to show the profes- two lines of hose with two lengths in eve nt and H.M.S. Hornet, Daedalus, 
sional firemen how it should be done, each line, fix branches and knock down Royal Naval Barracks and the 11th 
Training started some three weeks one target with each jet. Army Fire Brigade in the Forces event, 

before the event and the local fire This Iookcd reasonable enough, so A cerla j n amount of crookcry went 
brigades very kindly loaned hoses and wl(h gay abandon an attempt was on durin „ Ihe !unch hotlr between the 
other equipment for the many events. made and one crew took four minutes crews left in the running, but by 1430 
The majority of the Royal Navy crews to do it, after which they obtained a a n was sel f or the Countv Finals; and 
were volunteers, and although i asl ycars programme and tound it t0 everyone’s joy it was only drizzling 
extremely keen, and accustomed to had bccn don e in 29.1 5 seconds. This and a g rcat de al warmer, 
dealing with normal fires, found the caused son ic consternation and alarm, p . |4 , 0 Hi G| ... cc thc 

training hard going, and many wet and but had IO he faced, so day by day, Du t°Ef y Wellneton K G Lord 
bedraggled bodies crawled cheerfully m idst sweat and tears wet shirts and .. °‘ Wellington, k.u.. i-ora 

away at the end of each run Several torn hands> lh cy battled on to the great ^“uSToMhefiTevcn’t wa's'fircd 
non-combatants also found it to their day ,ne sun lor tnc nrst event was urea. 

disadvantage to get too close to thc Rprnrds Rr«k<-n 

hoses or the targets, but with a chal- High Spirits c r . e „ „ , 

lenge cup and 10s. per man in view, w) . , . ,-onvov of lorries Some fan,a * tlc limcs ^°[' al ! cvents 

in true comnetiiive snirit thev cot wnat a aay . A convoy ot lorries were put up, the open event being won 

dovv^to it and were knSck ng seconds <o«.ng trailer pumps winding their by , he Central Ammunition Depot 

rr,hcirLningTmeeachda 8 y SK.rfsIte.Xu'R A V * Braralcy in 26.2/5 seconds. Siskin’s 

Snips from various establishments ,0VV . arUs Beaulieu R.A.K bunion, _a crew coming to grief with an unmade 


SrWpp wjDBiK|V:. rui-rfl Cii/X ’.•-•k I. , ... .!•.■- ..ml e..u',l . . 

z?ss'-- ’ " ■ . : ■ ’■ -b, the .m! was 

tm.iiv to-, im ut b. . i”.v 

- •..•!> kmm \ <>■, n... 

- v •)-..• w - — • 

v '- InB&’Si V t N ' 

sTgftjgSR gfifigjff visit,.; I. Still bo I- Me 

; HI 1 

V>«,. to go beyond thc circuit. Rice Krispics 

running short!” 

' . /d Bil -S&ft f >• Wc hope that the owner has now 

| his property, at least 

‘ A' ’■ - ■ . he should find that his errant bird has 

•‘‘T-*— — been well looked after, and well fed. 

H.M.S. DRYAD 

• 1| rfTI THE VAGARIES of the English clim- 

kT WIT1 fill I V .11 US ate were brought home to us during our 

f IT IU ^ Annual Sports Day on June 14. Bright 

warm sunshine was broken by pro- 

which can do so much harm. So bad time to fill, usually awkwardly spaced longed showers of heavy rain. Nevcr- 
indeed was one run that, coupled with from thc leave point of view. This year, thelcss. the complete programme was 
another which was heavily penalised, however, thc crew had their own coach carried out, six Dryad records were 
the reserve of winning time over on call, and many visits were made broken and several other good results 

Chatham was reduced to some fifty to get out of thc dusty atmosphere of were obtained in spite of treacherous 

seconds. Thus not until thc last run Earls Court. Much of thc forenoon conditions. 

was the aggregate cup finally decided was spent swimming, showering, or I.ieut. Pearey, who led thc Officers’ 

—and what a show Chatham put up! playing games and doing P.T. at St. team to victory in the Inter-Divisional 
Inspired, no doubt, by a previous year Paul's School, whose High Master Contest, won three cvcnts, including 
when thc fastest time cup was snatched very kindly put these facilities at their the 100 yards in a new Dryad record 
from an oversure Dcvonport on thc disposal. In thc afternoons and even- of 10.3 seconds, and with his success, 
last run, they gave an excellent dis- ings trips were made to thc more and that of others, wc can look for- 
play of 3.28. Fortunately, however, interesting inns like Dirty Dicks. Thc ward, with some confidence, to the 
from thc Fleet Air Arm point of view George and the Prospect of Whitby, to Command Meeting in early July, 
their own run was clean, if not quite thc Folics Bergcrc and Cinerama, to Our Field Gun crews arc in full 
so fast, so the third of thc three, thc Houses of Parliament and Barclay's training for thc Brickwoods Competi- 

Aggrcgatc Cup, was secured. Brewery, to Kcw Gardens and tion in which, last year, our Sub- 

Madamc Tussauds. That they were in Lieutenants carried off their trophy to 
Visits of Interest a financial position to afford much of avenge the narrow defeat of our Sca- 

this entertainment which helped their men. T... ... .! t:’.!: ::rv: 


ays borrow the ship’s not have picked a better ship. Why 
referee. It is a real should not a Boom boat do a bit of 
really does work—it showing the Flag, thc jack staffs are 
gets a lot of practice piping Superb big enough. 

when she is around. Wc have read with interest the last 

No matter what ship one serves in or issue of Navy News with particular 
where one is stationed buzzes abound, interest in thc article on Trinconmlce. 


BLAZERS by BERNARDS 


Are beautifully tailored from 
fine materials to give an im- 
mediate appearance of elegance 
and a lasting sense of satorial 
satisfaction. /1\ v 

They are available at all /I y/ljyA. 
Bernard branches in a wide 
choice of fittings or may be yv£ „ 
tailored to your special \jj \ i 
measures, while service-crested UjCj 
buttons and badges can be IV Jj 
supplied where required. * ' 

The cost, too, is extremely modest, at £6.2.6 for 
a Ready-to-Wear Blazer in Blazer Melton; £6.12.6 
and £7.10.0 in Diagonal Serge; 

W*} £7.2.6 in Hopsack or Barathea or 

Tailored-to-Measure in Doeskin for 
£13.10.0, £11.17.6 and £8.12.6. 

Your complete Uniform and 
Civilian Clothing requirements may 
be obtained through Bernards and 
where it is not desired to pay cash 
a credit account may be opened for 
settlement by monthly Admiralty 
Allotment or Banker’s Order. 

ORDER YOUR BLAZER FROM BERNARDS TODAY 


. The enthusiasm of both crews 

At Earls Court a field gunner’s life morale so well, is largely due to thc now under training augers well for the 
is not nearly as strenuous as it is very generous response to thc appeal return, this year, of both trophies to 
during thc training months. There is a for funds by all Air Stations and Dryad. 

half-hour training period, several carriers. That, and the knowledge of For thc first time, we entered teams 
hours P.T., cleaning guns and mess- the interest taken by so much of the for thc major pump events in the 
decks, etc., and thc two performances. Fleet Air Arm has been a great on- Hampshire Fire Service Competitions. 
This leaves quite a large amount of couragement to the crew. Though unsuccessful, the immense 

practical value of such drills and the 
interest shown during the training of 
the teams will ensure that this becomes 
a regular feature among Dryad 
activities. 

H.M.S. BARON 

THE OTHER morning Baron had 
something she could crow about, for 
in the side of the funnel, possibly with 
thc permission of the Chief Mechan¬ 
ician, there was a real crow’s nest. 
It was thought at first that we might 
have been seeing things as a result 
of taking our salt tablets, but it was 
. | the real thing. 

lo 1 Baron actually went to sea a few 
weeks back to act as target ship for 
H.M.S. Superb. Wc rather expected a 
torpedo to land up in the bunker with 
the coal but as the sea was a bit loppy 
and covering would have been difficult, 
torpedoes were not fired. 

„ . Baron’s coxswain has put in a lot 

uninvited Guest 0 f good work getting a Boom Defence 

On Monday, June 4, a homing football team together. A collection 
pigeon landed on board the Caris- from the ship and the Depot raised 
brooke Castle the A.T.T.S. running enough money to buy a set of shirts 
for Culdrose. Apparently the visitor and a football. We do not need boots 


dent W.R.NlS. (Air) from June 8 to In the field of sport the female sec- 
11. On the occasion of her last visit tion of Culdrose are doing as well as 
we had some of thc worst "greatcoat" their male counterparts. Four of their 
weather of last year. During her tour number are included in the hundred 
which included visits to all depart- taking part in the Women's Services 
ments working W.R.N.S., she also Display at the Royal Tournament and 
visited the gymnasium to sec re- they also have a strong following for 
hearsals of the VV.R.N.S. Display “King” or should it be "Queen” 
Team. “Willow”. They have already taken 

Thc nine W.R.N.S. ratings who part in quite a few matches both on 
comprise thc team have been trained and off the Station. One of the team, 
to perfection in club-swinging by thc Wren H. Gosse was selected for 
P.T. Staff and they form part of the Cornwall County in their match 
team which was so successful at the against Hants and Dorset on Saturday. 
Royal Cornwall. June 9. 

Jhc Wrens received an invitation to Congratulations are offered 
visit H.M.S Rattlesnake on Tuesday, R P 0 . (W.R.N.S.) G. E. Matthews on 
June 6, and twenty-four ot the unit winn ing the Air Dav Poster Competi- 
werc all prepared lor a sea trip trom tion Thc resuIts of her fme cfTorts 
Falmouth to Ncwlyn. Unlominatcly formed i he basis of “Operation 
the unpredictable weather made the Drummer”, which is reported earlier 
trip impossible, but thc Wrens hope j n ,j,j s co | umn . 


Naval and Civilian Tailors and Outfitters 

6-9 QUEEN STREET, PORTSMOUTH Telephone 4403 

Branches at CHATHAM, 0EV0NP0RT WEYMOUTH, PORTLAND. FALMOUTH, MILFORD HAVEN, 
DEAL, HARWICH, SKEGNESS, GRIMSBY, NEWCASTLE. WETHERBY. LONDONDERRY, HELENSBURGH, 
ROTHESAY, DUNFERMLINE, ROSYTH, INVERGORDON, GIBRALTAR. SlIEMA, and VALLETTA. MALTA. 
And at LOSSIEMOUTH. ARBROATH. ABBOTSINCH. ANTH0RN, EGLINTON. BRAWDY, KETE. CULDROSE. 
CORSHAM and WORTHY DOWN. Head Office HARWICH. ESSEX. Telephone 880 
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Calendar 


keep before them the true traditions 
of the Service they represent,” he 
concluded. 

Others present included the Mayor 
and Mayoress of Bexley (Councillor 
D. C. Clarke, J.P., and Mrs. Clarke), 
Admiral Sir Henry Moore, G.C.B., 
C.B.E.. D.S.O., and Lady Moore, 
Licut.-Cdr. A. Lane (vice-president. 
Welling branch), Mr. King (chairman 
of the Sidcup branch) and Mrs. King, 
Mr. Gower (chairman, Kent area) and 
Mrs. Gower, Mrs. Cox (chairman. 
Welling women’s section). Lady Gill, 
Lady Hall, Mrs. Figgins. Mrs. French, 
and officers of the Welling branch. 

Licut.-Cdr. L. S. Day, R.N., was 
toastmaster. 

During the interval a Birthday Cake 
was cut by Lady Hall and distributed 
to all present. This wonderful cake 

. ,, „ . r ... . , , . . i was a present from the Ladies Sec- 

approach an fully licensed craft which has been extension of licensed hours until 11.45 tion. and was made by their Chair- 


THE 

ROYAL NAVAL 
ASSOCIATION 


Headquarters 

July 21—1956 Annual 
Oct. 13—Re-union—1 
Hall. 

West Bromwich Branch 

July 11—Meeting 

Committee. 

July 25—Mixed Soci; 

Headquarters. 

Aug. I—Meeting at 
Sep. 30—Dedication 
Standard. 

Dorking Branch 

Sep.—Church Parade. 

Oet. 20—Trafalgar 1 
Halls. Tickets—12/6 
Single. 

Havant Branch 

July 8—Quarterly Church Parade in 
St. Faith's Church. Havant. 

Aug. 7—Havant Branch Meeting. 


of Standard 


INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER 


Annual Conference and. therefore, reserved for the occasion, 
this letter will be mainly concerned bark passengers at C'„_. 
with the events which will take place pier at approximately 6.0 

on Saturday. July 21 . 

As you know. 


ision, will em- p.m., will be made, but I must stress man Mrs. Cox. 
Charing Cross that only members of the Club will be -fhe Sidcup 
. " 3 p.m. and permitted to purchase alcoholic drinks, represented at 
disembark. I trust, the same number This is not dictatorial nonsense from Er eatlv ann'reer 
the 1956 Annual of passengers at Westminster pier at Headquarters, it is a legal requirement b ' 11 

Conference will take place on that approximately 10.15 p.m. which must be observed. .. 

Northumberland^Avcnue.^ London! For those who would rather not be- " 1 f a *°"' y of . 11 de ' cgalcs at ! e " d " ON MAY 31 . 

c W | come waterborne, two coaches have >ng Conference will be acquainted ON M AY 31 t 

Delegates and other Members at- been reserved—one to do a conducted wllb ‘he various means of public ot ‘he R.N.A. t 
tendffig Conference should use the ^ of London and the other to do transport to the Royal Empire to welcome Cdr 
Craven Street entrance as this is the a run 10 Windsor. Both these coaches Society, but two stewards will be on R N., as its nev 
enmancc^'^ich hT^dircct acce'ss to will leave the Royal Empire Society d “.y at Charing Cross Underground was welcomed 
the Assembly Hall. Craven Street is al approximately 6.15 p.m.. and re- ^ t “ t,on fn bc, .’{; ccn 90 am - at,d 10 : 30 w’^fh- 
WE ARE going from strength to the street which runs along the side 'urn to the Association Hcadq&arters a -™-; for f , _;,P u r rp ^f? ,. of „ dl ^' 2C,I "8 r n v' R nfi 

strength, as can be seen from our in- of Lyons Strand Corner House. a < ab °ut 10.0 p.m. those less familiar with the geography R-N.V.R. of i 

creased order of the Navy News; The Conference is due to com- There will be no charge to dele- croU nd Station^ wilhin C fwn rJdnufes" the chafr a" the 
our members find it most interesting; mence at 10.15 a.m.. when His Wor- gates for any of these trips, but no ® a i k of S !£‘ Roval FmnirdsnHMv S tions during thi 

maybe nostalgia, maybe envy al the ship the Mayor of Westminster will delegate will be allowed more than W , of ' RoyaI Emp,re Soc,cty ' no President A 

new pay rates. honour the Association by opening two tickets for any one of them. “ ,s hoped to be able to arrange wa$ accor dcd < 

It’s nearly a year ago since wc the day’s proceedings. Tickets for all trips will be issued, f° r l be President to place a wreath wa$ assurcc i 0 r 

staged the Annual Conference, and we Your Hosts in the Royal Empire Society Assem- a f ! th ? fo ® t of Nelson’s Column imme- flh , ‘ w u n A V pr 

have not looked back since. Every N . ■ vo ,. r hosts at this bly HaI1, on lhe day of Conference. dlale, y after the conclusion of Con- allcnd 

month sees new members joining; „ Number 1 Area, your hosts at this ference, but there will be no parade alI .I na ' 

v»»r\/ cnon Uill nnK ihff “n,m Conference, have arranged for a As it is anticipated that many mem- of Standards this vear in view of thn Everyone ho 


IN MEMORIAM 

Shipmate Horace Bannister— 
West Bromwich Branch. 

Shipmate William Henry Hib- 
berd—Portsmouth Branch. 


, one of the HAVANT 

crmtics—the AT TH g meeting held on June 5. 
“ •• ' ,hc Hon - Secretary of the Royal 

° p ’ .. Naval Association No. 3 Area was 
most helpful in answering questions 
P ut *° him from an enthusiastic 
J*- * a,d gathering. 

oav homage The Havant Branch Quarterly 
made ffie Ch . urch Paradc lakcs P lacc a ‘ St. 
, our shores Faith’s Church, Havant, on July 8. 


iown nan passes our uoor. oul j, we mu ij nnl hnn - „ 511rviv , .. •■■vie is a welcome lor an memoers 

On Sunday. June 24. wc attended the Th e Speaker appLlcITto the older ° f lhc Royal Navy at ,hesc mcetm 8 s - 
Hastings Dedicauon with a full coach- mcm bers to encou^age d thcir h younger The Secretary is S/M. S. W. 
oad. and more going by their own colleagues, so that they would expand Faulkner. 31 Woodsidc Road, Salis- 
r *Th<*°inii'»n/t Botiv c u , 'he cherished traditions of the branch bury - 

iVc R y I^ as n0t d . a and aecc P‘ th e responsibilities of 

SS'KAK SSgfS, “ »”■ FOLKESTONE 

a month before. Wc shall resume the “ r„ii v R^mH th» ” A PARTY from the Folkestone 

Jutland Rally next year, when wc „ . . y 8 Branch were entertained on April 

hope that all branches who have sup- Referring to the Naval Standards 20 at the inaugural social of the Lydd 
ported us in the past will do so again. a °u bunting which decorated the hall. Branch. A most enjoyable evening 

Our cricket team is “Cock a Hoop” he said: “You have your Standards, was spent and the Lydd Branch 

having beaten Maidstone branch by an <j ^ at ? v ‘ce > s rally round the flag thoroughly deserved the congratula- 
six wickets. We would like to arrange anc * bear it high in order that youth tions they received, 
fixtures for Sundays with any other ma y s** y° ur example and follow in On Sunday. April 22. 25 members 

sporting branches. y°ur footsteps. attended the Zeebruggc Rally at 

Our Lady Associates are a great Branch President, Rear- Canterbury, 

help and put on an excellent and Admiral Sir Arthur Hall, R.B.E.. , , 

reasonable lunch and tea to our 8 a ve a brief outline of the branch's fri ^ n b d ° s of tW [hc Y Deal "Breach 3 wTrc 
visitors from Woolwich. history. In paying tribute to the 12 ‘"Stained a t the GuildhaU HoteTon 

May I at this time send fraternal foundation members, he made par- I‘ id ‘ a , dat lha ^ u,ld . baU "° te ' 

greetings, to all members of the ticubr mention of Mr. S. Cover, who Jjc S. Th ^'‘ P ov^d to 

Association was responsible for convening the first OL . 01 ,nc mo: ’ 1 iuccc55lu ‘ ror 

meeting in May. 1935. somc “ mc - 

WELLING “The Association owes a tremen- The Dedication at -Hastings took 


Looking for a comfortable home—one as mobile 

as a posting ? Well, we’ve everything worth seeing 
in caravans—all sizes, all prices. H.P. terms, of course. 

After-sales and guarantee services. Site^finding. 
\ And special facilities for servicemen. 

\ Drop us a card for all the gen. 


BRITAIN’S LARGEST 
CARAVAN DISTRIBUTORS 


j? I Write for illustrated catalogue to: 

\\ I A. S. JENKINS0N LTD., DEPARTMENT NN, 

■ 1.. J HEAD OFFICE: BATH ROAD, TAPLOW, 

MAIDENHEAD, BERKS. Maidenhead 3434 
37/39 Hammersmith Bridge Road, London, W 6 . Riverside 3 x 41 


SOIJTHSEA’S Two MOST 

— POPULAR BALLROOMS — 

SAVOY • • 
&IMBEIXS 


SOUTH PARADE 
SOUTHSEA 

OSBORNE RD. 
' SOUTHSEA 

AVAILABLE FOR ALL 

Ships 9 Company Dances 

(whether a Submarine—Destroyer—Battleship or Aircraft Carrier) 
OVER 50 SHIPS’ DANCES CATERED FOR THIS YEAR ! 

Wire — Write—or Phone, Portsmouth 32275 

Make your first “Port of Call” for Dancing 

The Savoy Ballroom. Radio Band Every Friday 
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take place on July 8, and will be 
headed by The Royal Marines Band, 
Deal Depot, by kind permission of 
Colonel Lumsdcn. 

This Branch is unlucky and has 
failed to obtain tickets for the Annual 
Reunion in London. Twenty members 
want to attend and if Branches have 
Jckets to spare, the Chairman would 
be most grateful if they could be pas¬ 
sed on to Ashford. If none are forth¬ 
coming it will be the first time this 
Branch has failed to send representa¬ 
tives to such an important occasion. 

DARLINGTON 

SOCIAL ACTIVITIES at this Branch 
have been numerous during the last 
month. No fewer than two “free and 
easies” and visits by two concert 
parties were arranged in three weeks. 
At each event there was a full house 
and everyone scented to enjoy 
themselves. 

The Secretary reports: “We had the 
honour of welcoming two members 
of the Royal Navy who were on re¬ 
lease leave. They paid us a couple 
of visits with their lady friends after 
reading our report in the last month's 
edition of Navy News. 

Members of this Branch took an 
official part in the Mayor's Proces¬ 
sion and had the honour of being 
the only cx-Scrvice organisation to 
be represented. On another occasion 
they took part in the Dedication of 
the Standard of the local Branch of 
the Burma Star Association. 

One of the advantages of wearing 
the Association’s badge was brought 
home forcibly to S/M. Newlands. 
Whilst walking in Trafalgar Square 
recently, he was approached by a 
lady and gentleman who had recog¬ 
nised the badge. A most enjoyable 
conversation followed, including an 
invitation to join them at the Head¬ 
quarters Club. Unfortunately S/M. 
Newlands was pressed for time and 
was forced to refuse. The names of 
the lady and gentleman? It was S/M. 
C. H. Wheeler of the National 
Council and his good lady. 

The Ladies' Section organised a 
successful mystery tour which took 
them to Barnard Castle. 

RYE 

THE RYE Branch will, in October, 
be celebrating the tenth year of its 
commissioning. The meeting place is 
at the Crown Hotel, Rye, on the 
second Monday of each month. The 
President is Capt. E. H. Wethcy, 
C.B.E., Royal Navy (Retd.), who is 
also ably supported at meetings by 
Capt. Howard and Comdr. Judd. 

The Standard Bearer and escort, 
and several members were present at 
the Re-dedication Service, held at 
Hastings on June 24. 

PORTSMOUTH 

SINCE THE last issue of Navy News 
our Headquarters and Club has been 
the scene of great activity nightly. 
This has been due to operation "Paint 
Ship.” As it has been carried out on 
a “Do it yourself” basis our many 
visitors from other branches who are 
spending their holidays in this area 
will have to forgive the scene of dis-, 
order which greeted them. However,! 
one may once again enter the door 
safely without risk of having a "Pot 
or two” smacked in your hand and 
finding yourself up a ladder. 

On Saturday, May 21. we held an I 
extra-special social evening, the ob¬ 
ject being to raise funds for the “King 
George V Fund for Sailors.” The 
evening was a great success, and the 
sum of £15 was duly sent to Lady 
Creasy, who has appealed for such 
donations. We notice that Havant 
Branch made a very noble effort in 
support of this fund. 

On Saturday, June 16, about sixty 
of our. members attended the Royal 
Tournament at Earls Court. This is 
a show that has never been missed by 
our members and as always they 
again enjoyed a very fine day. 

Arrangements are now well in 
hand for our Annual Outing, and it 
has been decided that we shall this 
year visit Bristol Zoo on August 18 
(no rude remarks, please). 

Will close with the usual very good 
wishes to Shipmates everywhere from 
Pompey Branch. 

ISLE of WIGHT 

A LONG awaited event took place 
on Friday, June 15, when our mem¬ 
bers held their first meeting at our 
new premises in High Street, Ryde. 
About fifty members were present. 
After the Loyal Toast our Chairman 
proposed "The Club.” 

The Club will be open nightly, con¬ 
forming to licensing laws, for a trial 
period. The ladies and shipmates were 
thanked for their good work of pre¬ 
paration on the new premises. 

The Bembridge Branch have kindly 
presented us with an electric clock 
and we have also received a clock 


from Mrs. Taylor, so that we shan't 
suffer from “Loss of Time.” 

Our Chairman read a letter from 
our new President, Capt. Edward 
Cooper, R.N., who is recovering from 
an illness, stating that he hopes to 
give his full support to the Club when 
fully recovered. 

Our Treasurer, Shipmate Butler, 
proposes that Honorary Membership 
be conferred upon Mr. Derbyshire, 
the worthy host of the London Hotel, 
on whose premises we have previously 
held our meetings, in appreciation of 
his hospitality in the past and his 
kindly advice in the matter of stock¬ 
ing the Club. We extend a very 
hearty welcome to all members of the 
R.N.A., who are visiting the Island. 

TWICKENHAM 

THE BRANCH has been quite busy 
of late, and keeping in ship-shape 
order. 

Woolwich Branch sent a boarding 
party along, and a good time was bad 
by all. 

Dorking Branch also visited us at 
the end of May and everyone bad a 
most enjoyable evening. 

Thank you both, Woolwich and 
Dorking; arrangements are in hand 
to pay you a return visit. 

The main item of the month was 
our Re-dedication of the Branch 
Standard, which took place at St. 
Mary’s Church on Sunday, June 3. 
The Branch Chaplain, Rev. W. J. 
Davies, Vicar of Twickenham, con¬ 
ducted the service in the presence of 
Rear-Admiral James Figgms, C.B.E., 
The Mayor of Twickenham, Council¬ 
lor Mrs. M. E. Owen and representa¬ 
tives from Hounslow, Hanworth, 
Hampton, Molesey, Kingston and 
Barnes and Mortlake branches of The 
Royal Naval Association. There were 
also contingents from the Twicken¬ 
ham British Legion, Red Cross, St. 
John Ambulance Brigade, Kindred 
Organisations, Twickenham Sea 
Cadets and 627 Squadron of the 
A.T.C. Lessons were read by Rear- 
Admiral Figgins and the Mayor of 
Twickenham. 

After the ceremony the salute and 
march past was taken by Rear- 
Admiral Figgins, accompanied by the 
Mayor, from a saluting base outside 
York House. 

The march past was led by the 
band of the T. S. Willipg. Twicken¬ 
ham. Sea Cadets, who are to be con- 
congratulated for their smartness and 
turn out. 

Tea was served afterwards at St. 
Mary’s Hall, and after a few short 
speeches the afternoon ceremony was 
brought to a close. 

Thank you. Shipmates, from all 
branches for your co-operation and 
support in making it a most enjoyable 
and memorable day; and of course, to 
all members and friends of the 
Twickenham Branch for their 
generous gifts and donations, which 
made the tea a great success. 

Thank you, ladies, for your devo¬ 
tion to duty and for the tremendous 
work you must have put in during 
the day to give us such delicious sand¬ 
wiches and cakes, not forgetting the 
"cuppa” which was appreciated by 
everyone. 

After tea, those who were able pro¬ 
ceeded to our H.Q. at the “Crown,” 
and a merry evening was spent with 
fun and games and a spot of music. 

On Sunday. June 10, we visited 
the Star and Garter Home at 
Richmond for the A.G.M. of S.W. 
London Branch, and thoroughly en¬ 
joyed the meeting; also to meeting 
again the faces we know so well. 

On Sunday, June 24. we are visit¬ 
ing Hastings, for the Dedication of 
the Standard and wish them every 
success. 

We have received another item for 
our museum a silver-gilt dessert set. 
the reputed property of Admiral 
Docnitz, late C.-in-C. German Navy, 
presented to the branch by our 
Navy, presented to the bank by our 
branch Chaplain. Rev. W. J. Davies. 
Arrangements are well in hand for 
the Reunion at Festival Hall and 
a coach has been booked for trans¬ 
port home. 

Cheerio, Shipmates everywhere, 
until next month, hoping the weather 
man will be kind to all who are 
spending their annual holidays. 

S.W. LONDON 

FOR THE benefit of readers who do 
not know, all the ex-Royal Naval and 
Royal Marine inmates of the Star and 
Garter Home are honorary members 
of the South-West London Branch 
of the R.N.A. On Sunday, June 10, 
we held the annual re-union meeting 
at the Home. There were thirteen 
branches represented and in addition, 
were Cdr. Holmes, R.N. (Retd.), the 
Secretary of the Home, Vice-Admiral 
T. B. Drew, who is the President of 
this Branch. Lt.-Cdr. L. Maskcll. the 
Association General Secretary, S/M. 
Legg. chairman of .the National Coun¬ 
cil, and S/M. C. Wheeler. No. 1 Area 


NAVY N F. W S 


council member. The President of the 
Association. Admiral-of-the-Fleet, Sir 
John Cunningham, should have been 
present, but unfortunately he was 
taken ill and also suffered a family 
bereavement at the same time, and a 
telegram of sympathy was sent from 
the meeting. After the meeting was 
over, tea was served, and over sixty 
shipmates and their wives and friends 
sat down to the excellent tea that was 
laid on and presided over by Mr. 
Strickland, the Canteen Manager 
of the Home. A cheque for £5, and 
the collection of an additional £5, was 
presented on behalf of the Branch 
by Vice-Admiral Drew. These dona¬ 
tions are all earmarked for the use 
of the cx-Naval lads in the Home, 
and do help to offset the high cost of 
cigarettes and other amenities, that 
makes the lives of these chaps more 
pleasant than it might otherwise be. 
It is really an object lesson, to see 
the outlook on life of the more un¬ 
fortunate shipmates, as compared with 
most of us, who sound in wind and 
limb, arc all too prone to grumble at 
small things, that after all don't really 
matter. If you should happen to find 
yourself in the vicinity of the Home 
at any time, please make a point of 
dropping in if only for a short while, 
ask for our new liaison shipmate, 
Walker, and he will put you right 
with the Association boys in there, 
and your visit will be really appre¬ 
ciated. Should you wish to know any 
more about the Home, write to me. 
G. W. Dickson, Hon. Secretary, 
S.W. London, 90 Woodmansterne 
Road, Streatham, S.W.I6. and I will 
tell you all you want to know. 

HOUNSLOW 

NEW MEMBERS are still joining the 
Hounslow Branch of the R.N.A., al¬ 
though it is thought there arc still 
many who would join if only they 
could be persuaded to come along. 
The meetings are held every Friday 
at 8 p.m. at the Railway Hotel, in 
Whitton Road. 

Publicity about the R.N.A. is given 
in the local football programmes, and 
on the occasions when a naval film 
is being shown at the local cinema, 
representatives have been in attend¬ 
ance at the foyer. By this means the 
Chairman, S/M. J. Brown, of 17 
North Drive, Hounslow, hopes to 
attract more recruits. 

The Annual Dance is being held at 
the Town Hall on Saturday, October 
10 . 

It is hoped to organise a visit to 
the Portsmouth Branch on Septem¬ 
ber 8. Previous experience has shown 
that this visit is bound to be most 
enjoyable. 

KINGSBURY and 
KENTON 

THE ELECTION of our Treasurer, 
Mr. A. W. Bates, as Chairman of No. 
1 Area, has given great satisfaction to 
our members. Mr. Bates has for 
many years worked wholeheartedly 
for the benefit of the Association, and 
his election is a well-earned and 
fitting honour. 

The Branch monthly meeting is 
held at the Rest Hotel, Kenton, on the 
third Sunday of each month (except 
August), at 11 a.m. We should be 
pleased to welcome any serving mem¬ 
bers of the Naval Service at these 
Branch meetings. 

WEST BROMWICH 

THE DEDICATION of our Branch 
Standard is now definitely fixed for 
the afternoon of Sunday, September 
30; and we would like as much sup¬ 
port as possible from other branches; 
an invitation is extended to all. 
please book the date, you will hear 
more about it. 

The Branch continues to grow in 
strength and attendance at meetings 
is extremely good, which is very en¬ 
couraging to the officials. Thank you, 
one and all. for your support. 

ISLE of MAN 

HULLO, there, shipmates every¬ 
where 1 

This is the Isle of Man Branch of 
the Royal Naval Association calling 
you. This is our first—and by no means 
last—edition to Navy News which 
we are delighted to share with you. 

Our Branch was formed on March 
28, 1955, when we enrolled nearly 100 
members. The enthusiasm to join has 
been so great that at the time of going 
to press our membership stands at 
over 200. 

We dedicated our standard on Sun¬ 
day, July 31, 1955, the service being a 
very impressive one. The standard was 
dedicated by the Lord Bishop of Sodor 
and Man, assisted by the Rev. F. M. 
Cubbon, who is chaplain to the 
Association. After the service a march 
past was taken by His Excellency the 
Lieutenant-Governor of the Isle of 
Man, Sir Ambrose Flux Dundas. 

We are hoping to be in our own 


quarters by the end of September, and 
we do most sincerely welcome you 
when coming to our lovely island. 

We have received letters, too 
numerous to answer, wishing us every 
success. May we take this opportunity 
of thanking you all for your messages, 
and we in return wish you all the very 
best. 


MEMBERS of Pembroke House were 
given an opportunity to visit a pre¬ 
view of the Royal Tournament on 
Tuesday, June 5. The “Old-uns," as 
they are affectionately called, were 
taken to Earl’s Court by the R.N. 
Barracks, Chatham, Welfare Coach. 
On the way they were given a sand¬ 
wich lunch and on arrival were com¬ 
fortably seated with a fine view of the 
arena. How they enjoyed every minute 
of the performance, and since their 
return, every minute detail of the show 
has been relived over and over again. 
To say they enjoyed their outing is 
just a mild understatement of fact. 
They relived, for a short space of time, 
their past service in the Royal Navy. 

After the show the coach took them 
to the Headquarters of the R.N.A.. 
Cunningham House. Here they were 
met by officials and entertained to 
high tea. Nothing was spared to make 
the occasion a real red letter day. 

After tea they retired to the taste¬ 
fully decorated lounge. Nothing had 
been missed that could help to create 
a naval atmosphere. Even one of the 
important doors is marked “Heads.” 
The evening passed pleasantly but all 
too quickly. Yarns were swopped and 
songs were rendered by shipmates. 
The Chaplain, Jumper Collins, 
Topplcy and Nixon all contributed, 
but the applause of the evening was 
for Hills—only 91 years young. 


ORIGINAL WATER 
COLOURS 


Any ship, mounted, and ready for 
framing. Size Approx. I5'xl2”. 

3 gns. post free. 


PAUL 

Meadowsteep 
Chorley Wood, Herts. 


it 


Hyde; vice-chairman, S/M. E. H. 
Rundle; secretary, S/M. J. Galt; 
treasurer. Miss M. Bateman, who is 
an ex-Wren. Other members are as 
follows: T. A. Caren, W. Tcarc, G. 
Quayle, J. O’Neill, W. Lockcrby and 
B. Stoodlcy. Standard-bearer, D. 
Cannon. 

Cheerio for now, shipmates, 
wherever you are, from us all here in 
the Isle of Man. 


To bring the evening to a close the 
company sang “Now is the Hour” and 
followed it with "God Save the 
Queen.” The coach was piped away at 
10.15. 

For such a memorable occasion 
many deserve the thanks of the com¬ 
pany, but none more than the Ladies 
of Cunningham House. Bless them all. 


Portsmouth Squadron 
Pulling Regatta 

On Friday, June 29, the Portsmouth 
Squadron laid aside its training com¬ 
mitments foe the day and held its 
annual pulling regatta. Results : 

H.M.S. Vigo (90 points); H.M.S. 
Starling (82); H.M.S. Redpolc (70); 
H.M.S. Fleetwood (56); H.M.S. Plover 
(34); H.M.S. Rampart (33). 



But you can afford an Original 
Watercolour Painting of your Ship 

Past or Present—15/- upwards. 
Picture and Photograph reframinf in 
Contemporary and Traditional Styles. 

THE ART SHOP 
3 Middle St., Southtea (Nr. Guildhall) 
Tel. 70000 


VICKERS-ARMSTRONGS (AIRCRAFT) LIMITED 

Opportunities 
are available for 

SKILLED AIRCRAFT FITTERS 
ELECTRICIANS 
TURNERS ^ ASSEMBLERS 

and other categories 
at our works at 

EASTLEIGH and SOUTHAMPTON 

also at 

SOUTH MARSTON, Nr. SWINDON 

WILTS 

Enquiries may be made direct to the Personnel Departments at any of the 
above works or to : HURSLEY PARK, Nr. WINCHESTER 


JOHN DAVIS (BESPOKE TAILORS) LTD 

336-338 FRATTON ROAD 

TEL. 73087 PORTSMOUTH TEL 73087 


Offer 


THE ROYAL NAVY 


The 

Highest Standard 
Civilian Tailoring 

Every Made-to-Measure Garment Individually Hand-Tailored. 

Finest Quality 100% All-Wool Materials Used Exclusively. 

Any Style or Design executed to Customer’s Exact Specification. 
All Made-to-Measure Garments Tailored In our Own Workrooms. 
Every Garment carries Guarantee of Delivery, Fit and Satisfaction. 

NAVAL ALLOTMENTS WELCOMED 


Our Committee consists of the fol¬ 
lowing: Chairman, S/M. J. W. W. 


Letter to the Editor 


























4 ' A VI II A TV It IV I? W €k seated in real comfort at any time. 

V !*■ iA iH « During the days when the establish- 

(Continued from page 9) ment was occupied by naval airmen. 

the accommodation blocks were 
FI M S Sill TAN wright personnel under training or on named after well-known aircraft car- 

“.i the training staff in the establishment, riers. It was thought fitting to rename 

SINCE LAST month's contribution to An additional point of interest was the blocks with the names of those 

Navy News, the commissioning day that all the officers in charge of ships which had made outstanding 

of H.M.S. Sultan has come and gone, platoons, under the Parade Com- contributions to the advancement of 

favoured by fine weather, on the first mander, Cdr. R. H. P. Elvin, engineering in H.M. Navy. One 

day of June. A.M.I.Mech.E., were technical officers example of this is ‘'Rattler” block 

The commissioning ceremony itself of the Engineering or Instructor which takes its name from H.M.S. 

was of considerable interest, in so far Branches. Rattler, which in 1844 carried out an 

that it was a revival of a form of cere- Many distinguished guests watched unusual, but far-reaching duel with 

mony which had fallen into disuse the commissioning ceremony, includ- H.M.S. Alecto. These two ships had 

for a number of years. Capt, L. F. ing the Engineer-in-Chief of the Fleet, identical hulls and engines, but Rattler 

Ingram. M.I.Mech.E.. M.l.Mar.E., was Vice-Admiral Sir Frank Mason, was fitted with a screw, whilst Alecto 

handed the .“Commissioning Order" K.C.B. had the conventional (at that time) 

by the Commandcr-in-Chicf. Ports- The present Sultan is the fourth paddle-wheels. The two ships were 

mouth. Admiral of the Fleet Sir ship to bear the name, the first H.M.S. lashed together, stern to stern, and 

George E. Creasy. G.C.B., C.B.E.. Sultan being commissioned in 1777. the engines of Alecto started, and 

D.S.O., M.V.O. This order, which The last, prior to the present ship was kept running until she towed Rattler 

originated from the Admiralty, and a steam and sailing ship commissioned stern first at a speed of 2 knots. Then 

which the Captain read to the Ship's in 1871 and not finally scrapped until the Rattler's engines were started, and 
Company, authorised the naming of 1946. after serving as a training after only five minutes she brought 
the establishment, and with the hoist- establishment for Engine Room ratings Alecto to a standstill, and started to 
ing of the ensign, and the breaking since the early 1900s. move ahead against the full power of 

out of the commissioning pendant. fq cvv Establishment the latter's engines, finally obtaining 

H.M.S. Sultan was commissioned. , ... . , • „ a steady speed in this condition. 

The ceremonial salute, which could . Ih e new establishment gives vastly Amenities existing in the N.A.A.F.I. 
not previously be given as the ship improved facilities compared with canleen include beer bars, two billiards 

was not in commission, was now given jj 1, ° se Jf'kjch ex| stcd r»t the M.T. & rooms h av jng four tables, television 

to the Commandcr-in-Chicf. who then , R ? Flathousc. In the first place he room and of course (hc N A A F , 

inspectedtheGuardofHonour.com- J'Ving acco^iodation is of a high shop similar amenities exist in the 

m inded by Lieut. I*. Howard. R.N. standard. The accommodation blocks Petty Officers and Chief Petty Officers 
The guard itself was entirely composed are attractively laid out amidst lawns mcsses _ j n w j,ich the lounge and tele- 
of leading engineering mechanics, and trees bordering the parade vjsion room js particularly we „ 
from classes on course at H.M.S. ground which must be one of the most furnished and comfortable. 

S„i lan spacious in any establishment in the 

. . Navy. A typical block houses about Sporting Facilities 

Address by Commander-In-Chief 70 p c tty Officer mechanician candi- Sultan is well served for sporting 
After the commissioning service, dates, and consists of four large facilities. The playing fields alongside 
conducted by the Chaplain of the rooms, the furniture for each man the accommodation blocks arc exten- 
Flect. the parade was briefly addressed comprising a bunk, wardrobe, chest- s ive and in first-rate condition. There 
by ihe Commandcr-in-Chicf. who also of-drawers, wicker linen basket and a ar e four soccer, two hockey, one 
took the salute of the march past of chair, all of modern and pleasing rugby and three cricket pitches’ and 
H.M.S. Sultan's ship's company. The design. In addition sufficient easy onc deck hockey pitch on the parade 
various platoons marching past con- chairs are provided to ensure that a ground. The more individual games 
sisted of the engineering and ship- good proportion of the mess can be arc catered for by the provision of 

KBIf—i ,ennis courts and a badminton court. 
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H.M.S. ALBION—Second Commission 


A Workshop 


should hank 


nunc piovision lor mcsc courses a Air Department invited to captain Australia and of 

great deal of new building and adapta- _ , . ...... . having captained the State of Victoria 

tion of old buildings took place. One To «**»£ her 30 aircraft Albion has a , a football 
notable example of this has been the ?. n angled flight deck with two centre- 

transformation of one of the hangars lmc *'fts. mirror landing sights, two Seaman Department 

into a huge workshop, housing hun- catapults and plenty of modern equip- The head of the seaman department 
dreds of benches and vices, over a ment - Her flight deck team all carry j s Lieut.-Cdr. P. R. Fletcher D.S.C.. 
hundred lathes together with many personal miniature radio receivers so the First Lieutenant. He is also the 
milling, shaving and drilling machines. they can receive their orders in spite ship's x.A.S. Officer, in which he is 
It may be interesting to note that of me noise of aircraft on deck. assisted by C.P.O. J. Davies. Lieut.- 
thc motto of H.M.S. Sultan is In charge of the flight deck is Lieut.- Cdr. R. W. Garson is Mate of the 
“Pedctentim" meaning step-by-step Cdr. D. H. Hamilton and the captain Upper Deck assisted by C.P.O R. J. 
and is most appropriate, symbolising of the flight deck is Chief Airman Micklcburgh as Chief Boatswain’s 
as it does the steady progress of the H. R. J. Showell. Mate. Lieut.-Cdr. G. M. Harwood is 

engineering branch, and at the same Albion will again be carrying a helped by C.P.O. J. A. Macdonald in 


with the Westminster 


There’s nothing like an account at the 
Westminster for keeping money matters 
ship-shape. That is true for most people, 
whatever their occupation—and doubly 
true for Naval personnel. The Westminster 
Bank has had unusually long experience 
of their particular problems, for it has 
been dealing with the finances of 
Navy people since the days of Nelson. 


on return, inspected messdecks and engineers are responsible for the 
watched Training Classes undergoing hydro-pneumatic catapults, the arres- 
instruction in all the subjects that tor gear and a mass of other machinery 
come under the heading of A.B.C.D. including four large diesel- and foui 
He saw the A.B.C. Section Demon- turbo-generators as well as evaporators 
stration Floors where problems con- that can distil 70,000 gallons a day. 
cerning 'he effects of nuclear weapons To run a „ , his equipment the Engin- 
are studied and watched a class Kr officer. cdr . G p A . Trewby. has 
c . ar 2': ng ° ut radiological mom onng departm e nt consisting of 15 officers 
Another class was coping damply and and m ralings o^f E . R . A . Green is 
valiantly with action damage under the senior of lhe h.R.As. borne. Chief 
realistic conditions in the ship section Mechanician R H . Hannaford is the 
unit. The Fire-Fighting Section laid senior mechanician and the C.P.O 
on some impressive conflagrations, and Enginee ring Mechanic J. Robson is 
the C.-m-C saw a class of civilian , he senior member of his branch. 
Reserve Section Instructors undergoing . „ 

practical training in the ncwlv formed Electrical Department 

Passive Defence Training Section. The generators provide 3,200 kilo 
(Continued on page 13, col. I) watts, the distribution of which is 


Two booklets, obtainable free 
from any branch, will tell 
you how helpful the 
Bank can be. Ask for 
How to bank with the 
Westminster and 
On using your Bank 






H.M.S. mercury hms DOLPHIN .Parliamentary Secretary 

THE LAST month has been a mem- Parade we will pass on. THE PROGRAMME for Families J J 

orablc one at H.M.S. Mercury with Day on July 28 holds strong promise -wj • • Tt A A 

visits by Her Royal Highness The _ . for yet another memorable occasion. V 1S1 IS I? . /\ . A . 

Duchess of Kent and the First Sea Sport The Committee, under the chairman- 

Lord, and by successes in sport by Even with a floating population of ship of the Commander, has prepared . w _ _ _ . , _ . _ , _ 

land, sea and swimming bath. keen types on course, working for a comprehensive scheme by which all THE HON. George Ward, M.P., nc Control Room and Ground Con- 

Foremost was the inspection by Scale "A” pay, sports do not appear the manifold activities of H.M.S. Parliamentary and Financial Secretary trolled Approach Unit; he also 

Her Royal Highness on Tuesday, June to have suffered. The cricketers have Dolphin can be seen not only by the to the Admiralty visited Ford and Lee inspected some of the aircraft that had 

12. Her main object was to see our won five out of their nine games so wives and girl friends but by the more on Friday, June 1. taken part in the display. 

Wrens, both regular and W.R.N.V.R., far and even turn out on Saturdays so critical of the Dolphin families—the During the afternoon the Parlia- 

as their Chief Commandant. After long as the "Bat and Ball” is not too young and younger fry. From 1330 to 

arriving by air at the Mercury Heli- far from cowshot corner; the Master 1630 the Establishment and sub- 

port, she was greeted by a Royal of the “Meon Maid” has no difficulty marines will be open to families, and 

Guard of 96 New Entry Telegraphists, in finding crews to sail the Solent, there will be numerous demonstrations 

who paraded the Portsmouth Com- either just cruising or chasing our old —X craft diving m Haslar Creek, shal- 

mand's Queen’s Colour in her honour, friend the Monarch Bowl; our team of low water diving in the Swimming 

This was the first time the Colour has fish-head fire-fighters have not been Pool, the attack teacher, and a host of 

been paraded here since H.M.S. unsuccessful against the professionals; other attractions. The tea interval. 

Mercury first commissioned and, very and finally, and most successful of all, |_ ro, I} 1530 to 1700, will be followed 

possibly, the first time the entire our water-polo team, who have played J>y Sports for children and parents on 

Royal Guard and Colour Party have and won seven games so far in the Ha ? Iar , Fie i5} (1700 to 1800), a Punch 

all been Communicators. Water-Polo League Division 2. The a " d {“dy Show, and, at 1815. Beating 

the Retreat and Ceremonial Sunset. 

There will also be, just previous to 
1700, a Cadets Field Gun Run be¬ 
tween the Dolphin, Vernon and 
Collingwood Cadets. 

Families' Day 

Those who attended the 1955 
Families’ Day will recall with deep 
pleasure the enthusiasm and the fun of 

that occasion, and it is with that spirit He arrived at Ford in a Sea Prince 
and with that enthusiasm in mind that during the forenoon, where he was 
this year’s Families’ Day has been met by the Flag Officer Flying Train- 
planned. To round off the festivities ing. Rear-Admiral C. L. G. Evans, 
the Families’ Day Dance will be held C.B.E., D.S.O., D.S.C., and by the 
from 2000 to 2330. To conclude with Commanding Officer, Capt. L. E. D. 
further attractions—Escape Training Walthall, D.S.C., R.N. 

Tank, Trips round the Harbour, in- After introductions, the party pro- 
spection of the model room—is but an cecded to the roof of the Control 
earnest of what has been planned to Tower where they saw a stream take- 
make the afternoon of July 28 an off of twenty-nine aircraft and a 
afternoon which is excitingly different display of formation aerobatics by 
and magically memorable. Here, in the four Sea Hawks of 767 Squadron; a 
Dolphin Peninsula, is an old world helicopter then gave a display of air- 
The First Sea Lord laying the foundation stone of the new block atmosphere, knee deep in history, yet sea rescue methods. 


During the afternoon the Parlia¬ 
mentary Secretary visited 705 Squad¬ 
ron at Lee-on-Solent. He met the 
Commander (Air), Commander S. H. 
Suthers, R.N. and the Commanding 
Officer of 705 Squadron (Lieut.-Cdr. 
G. C. Knight, R.N.). Walking round 
the Squadron dispersal, he showed 
great interest in the aircraft of the 
Special Trials Flight (Lieut.-Cdr. G. G. 
Miller, R.N.) and was given a brief 
account of trials in progress. 

Later the Parliamentary Secretary 
was given a brief flight in a Hiller 
helicopter piloted by Lieut.-Cdr. E. C. 
Sprcadbury, the Senior Pilot of the 
Squadron. 


The First Sea Lord laying the foundation stone of the new block atmosphere, knee deep in history, yet sea rescue methods. 

„ , ...... . , . . . .. fully alive to the challenge of the SubscquentlytheParliamcntarySec- 

However. as the Royal visit is being W.R.N.S. have also been doing well, twemielh cen , ury rc(ary himself wen , flyjng jn a 

covered more fully on another page, the relay team winning the invitation j ( w jh interest many Submariners to Vampire Trainer piloted by the Com- 

your correspondent will pass quickly race at Vernon and Excellent and the i carn that a Submarine Old Comrades’ manding Officer of 764 Squadron, 

on to the visit, days before, when the swimming relay team coming second at Association Branch for Norfolk has Lieut.-Cdr. Battison, R.N. He rc- 

First Sea Lord, a Signal Officer by Vernons Aquatic Gala. recently started. The Secretary, Mr. mained airborne for about 30 minutes, 

profession, came also by air to lay the If you think the rest of the term j p Holdsworth, 18, Florence Road, After landing he visited the Air Traf- 

Foundation Stone of the new Block, is likely to be an anti-climax after -j-}, orpc Hamlet, Norwich, asks those 
Before taking part in this ceremony, all this pomp and ceremony, we beg in the area who are qualified for mcm- 

Admiral Lord Mountbatten told us to differ. The new Entries are get- be rs hj p to con tact him. Meetings arc - 

much of what is planned for the ting back to their morse again, the hel( j j n , he Roya i Norfolk Veterans’ 

future in the shape of the “battle Sigs. and Tels. are wondering why club 9 Princes Street, Norwich, on 

fleet” and in living conditions aboard they came here for Killick’s Course , he Wednesday of every month, at 

the ships to come, about "drawing when they find now that all that is g p m As there are some 40 or more 

board” weapons, about the Royal really necessary now is to sit the exam. cx-Submarincrs in the area the Sccre- 
Tournament,- about ... but here I and then there is always the latest tary hopes to give further news of' 
must draw the veil of security over a Signal School Mess buzz (undoubtedly development. At a recent meeting the 
most interesting talk. started by those rate birds, the Lead- following elections were made: — 

Still, all work and ceremonial and ing Signalmen) about special pay for president: G. W. Wiley, 88 . Hill 

no play has not been the order of the special people. Crescent Road. Norwich; Chairman: 

_!-- S. F. Colman, “Three Tuns,” Gorles- 

H.M.S. PHOENIX (contd.) . 

training & X oTaSK and.’wrfh SLlSSS SETS t lS£ 

frequent additional short courses for C.P.O. Taylor, Shpt. Daniels and Shpt. Innr 

our many visitors, our Instructional Art. Bell we were second in both the '* e & a j} , 1 ,- 

Staff is kept on the hop. Rear- Pistol Tiles and Bren Gun compcti- ?“tVlu“Lrf'JS?rlr 
Admiral W. K. Eddcn. O.B.E., was tions. C.P.O. Taylor was second in loeal pcoplc had sccn smcc the Ger^ 
given a short A.B.C.D. course prior the "X” Class for the Ryder Cup and ^ Wt Assuch she 

to taking up his appointment as Flag is now shooting for the Command at *** a ve«el 

Officer, Second-in-Command. Far East Bisley. *“S* v fat«d the vessel 

Station and the new Vice-Controller, T * 1 ' 5 nu r nber ’‘ tls 

Rear-Admiral N. A. Copeman, D.S.C., R N A S BRAMCOTE L “ d d a J*®!** 

visited us in May. We were also having emerged from one hatch, made 

pleased to welcome Rear-Admiral TO CELEBRATE the Queen’s Official cffo it s for another tour of m- 

R. D. Katari, Flag Officer, Flotillas, Birthday on May 31, 1956, a parade spection. The Drammen townsfolk 
Indian Navy (designate). Courses pass- was held in Her Honour at Royal * cre f Jif-" d ^’ d 
ing through have included a liberal Naval Air Station, Bramcote. '° cal sb 'PP m 8 * 8 ent, Who vm held 

sprinkling of Commonwealth Officers Commander D. E. Barton, M.V.O., durmgthc war by.theGermans as a 
and ratings, while a number of officers D.S.C.. R.N., was the Parade Com- Si'.,, fet 

of N.A.T.O. navies have been on mander and the Parade consisted of anc( !'fmv 
short visits to pick our brains. Our 200 Naval Airmen and W.R.N.S. under H 

close liaison with the Merchant Navy training, plus a guard of 48 ratings u a e L chins’ 

has been maintained by the many selected from Naval Airmen under would “ PP a ,^.’h , neit 

cheerful bands of Merchant Navy offi- Technical Training. Prior to the arrival f°™ pa . ny ‘" te " d A P 
ccrs and men who have passed through of the Inspecting Officer, Vice-Admiral leave ,n Drammen to implement the 
on Fire-Fighting and A.B.C.D. courses. Caspar John, C.B., who only that numerous invitations to revisit. 

Qur best wishes go to our Training morning had learned of his K.C.B., 

Commander, Commander F. Withers, the White Ensign was paraded by P.O. -v jUITa*** 

O. B.E., who is leaving us shortly for Gregory, escorted by C.P.O. Heaver 3JJ| jtHEnUJtlnlll 

a new appointment and our Supply and two men under training. On the „ ... J n-vh nno fn 

Officer, Lieut.-Cdr. R. S. P. Marrs. arrival of Vice-Admiral Caspar John, ^JWr. E. T. Scully. D/MX Ollip-Snape JO 

who is retiring. Junior ratings in our who was accompanied by the Com- J”"* k-in.a-s. stretton. may zv, 

ship’s company seem to come and go manding Officer of the establishment, „„„„ wilWhvc 1 

with monotonous regularity. C.P.Os. Capt. F. R. Twiss, D.S.C., R.N., the v' kJ'HZ 1 - i. Wlllerbys 1 

and P.Os. usually stay a bit longer. Parade advanced in review order. The tSHLii your new uniform for that ma 

P. O. Hewett, familiar to all in Phoenix Guard and Parade were then inspected “*“*A v ’ ;i.’ t .. , „ , 

for nigh on seven years, is now no on conclusion of which, the high-light , - , ’ „ ’ 3I ’ „ ^ thing-real Naval smartness, t 

longer with us. Good luck to him in of the Parade was to follow, namely, Mcyra-wiison, «• • service made-to-measure and 1 

"Civvy Street.” Albion will shortly be the breaking of the Royal Standard at Mal ' a ’^ay 3', 1956. service, made to measure and 1 

gaining two stalwarts of the Fire-fight- the masthead. This is the only occasion kVt?; 1 io«' ' craftsmen, and a splendid ra 

ing Section—C.M. IE) Sargent and on which the Royal Standard may be p*^ n R «• 

C.M. (E) White, who will be long flown when the Sovereign is not pre- ^ieut Cdr P S. Brewer, R.N. helpful service and reasonable 1 

remembered for his part in the 1955 sent. As the Royal Marines Band I ipni F F I Vlassee' RN wear while you pay—and pay' 

Alamcin Reunion. In the world of played the National Anthem the Royal „ A v'ppTii.l; d ,q« 

sport our cricket team, ably led by the Standard fluttered from the masthead. Eject" .T T j Rrewer not write, or call next time you 

Captain’s Secretary. Lieut. Sadler, is Three rousing cheers were given for P/M v 45497 i unc 4 1956 ’ folder exnlainine 

active in spite of the loss of one of Her Majesty on completion of which V.', a w iA„ » /cv toider explaining 

its stars. Shipwright Perry, now in the Royal Standard was slowly struck 100395 o n A^ " Ford June 7 

Sultan. There is strong competition to as the National Anthem was again ’ ■■■a B SB j 

be chosen to play in the annual match played, signifying the departure of Her Lieut J R Haward R N S B m I 

against the Phoenix Assurance Com- Majesty. Flag Officer Air (Home) r.n.aA Lossiemouth. June 19, «/,„ gV | ML BL I 

pany on July 5—this year in London nag was again broken at the masthead 1955 . Lfld m W m mSmSSSm 

and always a good “jolly.” That blood- and he took the salute as the Parade 

sport Inter-port cricket is in fuH swing marched past. ' u London, w... a™ at « royal parade 

—literally! We were sorry to lose A.B. Official guests including the Lord on the smartness of the parade. They in commercial road, ports 

Ridley, who boxed for the Navy while Mayors of Leicester, Birmingham, the expressed surprise when they learned P0RXEM0D ^ H 2( , , 

serving here. Our distinguished team Mayor of Nuneaton and other djg- that most of the men on parade were 

of dinghy sailors is more than holding natories from the surrounding counties undergoing New Entry training and 
its own in the Yarmouth series and were entertained to lunch in the Ward had been in the Navy for only a few 

James Cup races and at tennis we have Room. Many of the guests commented weeks. 


DO YOU KNOW 

JU > y there are many wayi o' 

■ 1 buying yojr own house 

we can tell you the bes 
... and cheapest way o* set- 
tini about it. 

21 /- a month would provide 
your family with a tax- 
••• free income 01 £200 in tht 
event of your death, 
by saving £3 a month vou 
... can receive '1.675 when 
you are 5S. 

there is a rebate o> Income 
••• Tax on ALL such savings. 

We shall be pleased to answer these, 
and any other questions connected 
with the protection of vour family. 
Send a P.C. to C. B. Hughes & Son, 
Insurance Brokers, 20 Hulbert Road, 
Waterlooville, Hants, or Tel.: 3504 
ACT NOW 


Ship-shape for shore-going ! 

When you come to Willerbys for your shore-going clothes (or 
your new uniform for that matter) you can be certain of one 
thing—real Naval smartness. At Willerbys you’ll find a complete 
service, made-to-measure and ready-to-wear ; clothes made by 
craftsmen, and a splendid range of cloths to choose from j 
helpful service and reasonable prices. And what’s more, you can 
wear while you pay—and pay by allotment, if you wish. Why 
not write, or call next time you’re ashore and ask for the special 
folder explaining 


WHLERBY 


way 


LONDON, W.l. AND AT 82 ROYAL PARADE, PLYMOUTH. 76 HIGH STREET, CHATHAM. 
Ill COMMERCIAL ROAD, PORTSMOUTH. 6 LONDON ROAD, NORTH 
END. PORTSMOUTH. 20 ABOVE BAR. SOUTHAMPTON. 
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R.N.A.S. STRETTON royal navy at rifle brigade 



DEPOT. WINCHESTER 


PERMISSION HAS recently been 
granted to the Rifle Brigade to in¬ 
corporate a naval crown in the regi¬ 
mental badge, in recognition of the 
part which the Regiment played at the 
Battle of Copenhagen in 1801, when 
companies of the Rifle Brigade served 
as “Sharpshooters” in H.M.S. Ele¬ 
phant, and as there is no ship of this 
name in commission today it has been 
agreed that the association shall be 
between the Regiment and the Royal 
Naval Barracks, Portsmouth, because 
Nelson was flying his flag in Elephant 
at Copenhagen and the Barracks bears 
the name of Nelson’s most famous 
flagship. Elephant is also depicted and 
named in a painting of the Battle of 
Copenhagen by Wylie which appears 
on the wall of the Wardroom Mess; 
and furthermore, these Barracks, like 
the Rifle Brigade Depot, are situated 
in Hampshire. 

As the first step in the association, 
the Commodore. Commodore T. Y. 
Thompson, was invited to take the 
salute at the passing-out parade of 
National Service men held on Thurs¬ 
day, June 28, and to take a party of 


officers and senior ratings to witness 
the parade. 

The parade took place after an ex¬ 
cellent lunch in the Officers’ and War¬ 
rant Officers’ Mess, and was followed 
by an address by the Commodore, in 
which he stressed the degree to which 
the two Services had always relied on 
each other, and his conviction that 
they would continue to do so. 

After the address the parade 
marched past at the—to the Naval 
spectators, at least—incredible rate of 
144 to the minute, and then attended 
a short church service. This was fol¬ 
lowed by tea, after which some of the 
Naval officers and ratings were shown 
round the museum, which contains 
many interesting relics of past battles 
fought and honours won. 

Many families and past members of 
the Brigade attended the parade, in¬ 
cluding five holders of the Victoria 
Cross, some of them in this country 
for the first time for many years. It 
was a memorable occasion, and a most 
fitting beginning to an association 
which will assuredly bring pleasure and 
benefit to us all. 


The Admiral Commanding Reserves, Rear Admiral G. Thistleton Smith, G.M1., C.B., with a happy crowd of 
“week-enders” on the occasion of his inspection of the Northern Air Division at R.N. Air Station, Stretton, on 

June 9 and 10, 1956 

THE ADMIRAL Commanding Re- Sunday morning as the Admiral in- to the top of a loop and fired their 
serves. Rear Admiral G. Thistleton spectcd the aircraft and personnel of red smoke containers, situated on each 
Smith. G.M.. C.B.. R.N., visited the 1831 and 1841 Squadrons, which were wing tip, showing eight plumes of 
Station on June 9 and 10 for the arranged on the apron. smoke on their way down. 

Annual Inspection of the Northern After inspecting the offices, hangar- 1831 Squadron in Seafires landing on 
Air Division R.N.V.R. age and accommodation of the North- H.M.S. Illustrious in 1950 filmed in 

On the evening of the 9th. a Dinner, ern Air Division, a fly-past of colour, was shown to the Admiral, 
given in his honour was well attended Avengers and an acrobatic display of after which he had lunch with the 
by Officers of the Division. 1831 Squadron Attackers was wit- Commanding Officer, Capt. E. M. 

A good turn out of these “week- nessed by the Admiral. The latter Harvey, before departing from the Air 
enders" made a great impression on the looked very effective as they came up Station in an Avenger for l.euchars. 



H.M.S. VERNON 


R.N.A.S. ANTHORN 


THE MAIN events of the immediate the prizes at the end of the games, 
past have, as is to be expected, been Warrior "A" team won the sports with 
of the sporting variety and although the Sub.-Lieuts. a close second, 
they have been adequately covered by c . . 

the Evening News reporters, it is felt Swimming 

that we should also comment on them Warrior team also won the Inter¬ 
in our personal column of this paper. Divisional Trophy in the Swimming 
Firstly then, we raise our hats in Gala held at . PlIt .Street Baths. Some 
salute to the Victor Ludorum of our good swimming and diving was 
Athletic Snorts John Gallcv who displayed especially by L./Sca. Adlam 
Cas firs, in the High Jum y p. the '^o won two and came second in the 
120 yards Hurdles, the 100 yards and oth J r ,wo of h ' s fol ' r e . vcn s ~ a e “ od 
third in the Long Jump. His achieve- performance. Our thanks Jo he Put 
ment is all the more remarkable in Street staff who helped us in so many 
that this is the second successive year wa > s - 

in which he has been crowned "Victor Our Water Polo team also deserves 
of the Games.” The second mention a word of commendation. They have 
must be that of A.B. Patrick Splain won seven of their eight games and 
who pulled off the 880 yards, the mile have scored 41 goals and conceded 10. 
and three miles—a great tribute to his They are but one point behind the 
stamina; all who watched the finish leaders in Division A of the Ports- 
of the last-named event will recall mouth Command League, 
the thrill of his final burst of speed. The high-light of Ceremonial Divi- 
a great race. Lieut. Barney Kavanagh, sions recently was the presentation of 
who is within a month of retirement, the Long Service and Good Conduct 
was just unable to repeat his perform- Medal bv the Captain to Chief Wren 
ancc of last year and finished second E. M. Ellis. She joined the W.R.N.S. 
to Mr. McLachlan in the Veteran’s way back in May. 1941, and has served 
race. It was a delight to see. the Cap- in Vernon for just over two years. She 
tain’s daughter taking part in the will long be remembered for her very 
Ladies' race in which she came second fine prcformancc as Dame Maud in 
to Mrs. Simmonds, and equally pleas- our production of Rattigan’s play 


n„,.r,.i . AS AN adjective for the month of /st j 

it Ofliccr J unc ’ ’he w’ord "flaming” has this year ClllO 

nl-int acquired a meaning not intended by 

and sent Longfellow or his confreres. At the THE INAUGURAL meeting of the 
as a verv l ' mc wr ' 1 ' n ?- not more than two Portsmouth Group took place on Wcd- 
y days have qualified to be described as nesday, June 6, at Hilsea Barracks, at 
_ .. summer-like in any way. which representatives from the Navy, 

i However, amid the sounds of pour- Army and Air Force were present, 
mg rain and broadcasts about dried-up 11 was decided that the working 
reservoirs!!). we have kept ourselves committee should consist of a secrc- 
irgamsca busy wjth thc Admira p s inspection 'ary, social secretary and a representa- 
heading thc list of events. This took l ' v « front each of the three Forces, 
place on June 19 and 20. luckily with- , As a first venture a film show was 

.nliwl out an y rain. One °f 'he interesting £eld in the cinema of the R.A.O.C. 

i general drills carried out was "to con- Barracks, Hilsea. on Friday, June 15, 

tat entry struct a Mangonc |- (a R oman eng ine 10 which members and prospective 

s \ . . of war). It looked a fearsome weapon, members and their wives and girl 

t is visit- and it s crew of "slave labour" looked 'nends were invited. A buffet supper 

we have an d acted the part well. Unfortunately. wa 5 provided and a bar was available, 

’ for thc it s maximum range proved to be not an “ apart from a slight hitch when it 
hope to more than 5 ft ' was discovered that one of thc films 

*sa TJS ass m&n 


bers. Well done, and long may you 
flourish so successfully. 


See page 16 
for 
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family buggy, so 


no one need be 
scared of joining because his car is 
of pre-war vintage. 

Full details and application forms 
can be obtained from: Thc Secretary, 
Headquarters. Thc Forces Motoring 
Club, 2 Charterhouse Mews, London, 
E.C.l. Your Naval Representative is 
Shipwright Lieut. F. E. A. White, R.N., 
Barrackmastcr, Royal Naval Barracks, 
Portsmouth. Tel.: Dockyard, ext. 
2575. 


SERVE 


trophies. 


“GIVE US THE TOOLS AM) 
WE WILL MATSU THE JOB’ 


NEVER REFORE have the regular services provided such opportunities for a pro¬ 
gressive standard of living. The new rates of pay offer you a golden opportunity 
to accumulate ready money for your present and future needs by allotting a 
small amount from your pay into your own 

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK ACCOUNT (service series) 
or by BUYING NATIONAL SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 

Ask your Savings Officer or Pay Office for details, or mite direct to: 

The Secretary 

H,M. Forces Savings Committee, 1 Princes Gate, London, S.W.7 

Who will be happy to send you a copy of the appropriate leaflet which gives full details of 
Savings in the Forces. 

(Please stare in uhich of she three Services you are serving, or hoping to serve.) 


home. The membership of this 
group is over 80 and its Sea Scout 
Training contributes much to thc 
successful pursuit of their work 
and personal spiritual background. 

A piece of land has been given 
to thc group and it is their inten¬ 
tion to erect their own boathouse. 

Funds are urgently needed, and 
any contributions should be for¬ 
warded to Mr. R. A. W. Vigar, 
The Hon. Treasurer, Second Ryde 
(Sea Scout) Group, 24, Circular 
Road, Elmfield, Ryde, I.W. 


The Commander-m-Chief, Portsmouth, during his inspection of 
H.M.S. Phcenix 


ISSUED BY H.M. FORCES SAVINGS COMMITTEE 










NAVY NEWS 


SPORTS PAGE 

HOME AIR COMMAND 


ATHLETICS man not attaining the necessary 

“ ATHLETICS’’—THAT word, it’s P° lnt - 

on everyone’s lips in the Command, It is estimated that well over 3,500 
but let’s find out why and take a competitors took part, which speaks 
fictitious flight to R.NA.S. “Some- for itself. 

where.” Ford’s “Armoury” division have 

On arrival, everything seems peace- sp ]j t tbe Bramcote forces by coming 
ful, except a small area of green; the up w jth a score of 308 points with 
notice says Sports Field, so lets on i y 50 men. Incidentally, AA3. 
take a look. I’m sure the activity here Valentine, last month’s “ Sportsman 
must have some purpose, we join the „f tbe Month,” belongs to this 
crowd to find out the secret. Over in Division, 
the corner a motley group of men, 

all shapes and sizes and in various Congratulations 

rigs more in keeping with “ Harry Congratulations to Bramcote and 
Tate’s outfit.” “Mind your head” Ford on their really encouraging 
a shout in one’s ears, a quick duck efforts—keep it up. Who’s going to 
and we avoid a discus, thrown with challenge them in the next Phase? 

abifitv 1 "" Ah ™he monev Si crowd ,h a a re ‘dividual performances have been 
tearing along at break'neck speed f°° d -. and inparticular 30 points by 
running round the 440-yard track in . Jac . k * ( ° f 

an effort to cover the distance in the Mln rirw lf vTnvl 

nn«ihli» lime that their o£ Arlcl and L,cut - Carter of Ycovil- 

varying physiques will permit. At the [° n d ‘ d Had 'fhe ! h Jinn 

end of this scamper, the area round "* d u£ e n y 

the finish represents a combination of m,gh ' have been beaten - 

an Irish Parliament and a riot, with It is difficult to give outstanding 


Leading Wren Maureen Kelly rolling westwards in the high jump event, 
R.N.A.S., Yeovilton, Sports, on May 30 


Ac “ v,,y Vn ft i'°N A Dve fBrawdTa^d <hc Yarmouth Cup series, H.M.S. _ Destroyer Squadron by 35 runs. Squadron. 

Despite the activity on the track, r* „ jLlLlit fi j Rerinrit Daedalus combined, with H.M.S. St. The winners of the match between Martineau Cup 

there are smaller groups in various rfriell ^ Vincent to form a team. In the first Theseus and Ocean wil now play In the annual 

stages of competition in field events. \ , ... race, a Daedalus helmsman was fifth Tyne/Apollo in the final at Rosyth Golf Club, the 1 

Occasionally a figure departs for As already stated, track conditions an( j j n the second race Daedalus on July 7. by 9 matches to 

quieter surroundings, seeking rest for varied, but here arc the best times helmsmen were first and second. A large entry competed in the Fleet Tennis ch 

a willing but very weary body, some- recorded traditional Obstacle Whaler Race, _. . 

times the figure shows outward signs 100 yards —10.1 secs. Lieut. Carter TENNIS TOURNAMENT, 1956 which has now replaced the pre-war •’"!*. . 

of unaccustomed exertions and de- (Yeovilton); 220 yards—22.4 secs. As usual the H A.C. Singles crash cutter event. Norwegian ships '"inner :Lieut.- 

tours via the Sick Bay to seek solace Lieut. Carter (Yeovilton); 440 yards Tennis tournament was held at the present had entered three boats, but 

from the stocks of muscle loosening —53 secs. LREM. Boyes (Ariel); Alverstoke LTC. on June 14 and were prevented from competing as the ouiueriano, lync. 

liquids and the heat of special lamps. 880 yards—2 mins. 7 secs. AA3. 15 The entry this year was very race was postponed 24 hours owing Doubles 

Oddly enough, amongst this throng Humphreys (Eglinton) and 1 mile— sma n an d a s a result all the rounds, 10 ,he weather. The result was as Winners: Cdr. 

of apparent enthusiasts we see a 4 mins. 34 secs. AA3. Humphreys except the finals were completed on follows: D.S.C., Tyne; Li 

rather overburdened fellow with (Eglinton). ,h e fi rst day. Unfortunately L/A. First, Defender; second. Contest; Ainsworth. Tyne, 

watches, books, cards, pencils, tape These individual results are of Cook (Lossiemouth) twisted his ankle third, Glasgow; fourth, Glasgow; R. J. W. Tate, G 

measures, and _ wearing a very course one mon(h 0 , d and it ran only in lhc semi-final, which he won, and fifth, Apollo; sixth, Tyne; seventh, Plain, Glasgow, 

harassed expression, from time to bc hopcd that al| , imcs and distances LSA Gundry (Yeovilton) was 

time directing a small number of wi i[ have bcen bettered, cither by awarded a “ walk over ” for the 

minions from one end of the field to , bose named or possibly by others Hummingbird Trophy. There was 

the other who have come so close to the best some quite good play in the final of 

This fellow rema ns at his post, per f orm ances. the Peewit Trophy, Lieut. Bruce 

and only with the setting sun does he K (Culdrosc), although 0—4 down in 

turn his back on a deserted field, and Conclusion th e second set, finally won 6—2, 

vyith a thankful shrug wends a weary Before concluding this summary of 7—5 against Lieut. Young (Arbroath), 

way to a silent block ot otticcs. athletics, here are three points to re- After the finals, doubles trials were 

It is time to go, and leaving one mcm b e r •— held to pick a team to represent the 

office light shining into the night we . Home Air Command versus Devon- 

gcntly close the door marked < a ) Those *, r t d h Sl? fn the P orl in Ihc first round of ,hc in,cr ' 

Sports Officer,” leaving him to dld no * c °mc very high in the Command. This is to be held at 

burn the midnight oil, and bidding a ablt should remember the many Mount wjsc Devonport, on June 28 
silent good-night to the minions and teams who did not qualify, and 2 9. The team chosen is as 
their volunteer aides, who are dis- (b) If you want to win, every man follows :_ 

posing of well-earned drinks (alcoholic must try to get a point, par- . „ rmMrnseV I S A 

or otherwise), we return home, and to ticularly in the 100 yards (the L'eu*- Bruce (Culdrose), US A. 

bed, but even in sleep we find night- easiest event) and must enter riok (I ossiemouth) 

mares disturb our rest, always the same three events (his best three- (Art*™* h), L^A. Cook (Lossienvouth) 

thing; that cause, the end to which the which practice will produce), to ?" d £L e “'^pordV Lieut'Jones (Lee) 

activity was aimed—“H.A.C. Inter- obtain as many points as he can Lawrence (Ford), Lieu . J 1 /' 

Departmental Athletic Competition” collect; One point of interest to note this 

—and we might add we know hun- ( c ) It’s the highest score obtained in year >s that the standard of the 
dreds who share our nightmare. So cither Phase I or II of the com- Ratings play was up to, if not better 
ends a fairy-tale flight. petition, not the aggregate score, than, that of the Officers. This is a 

To return from fancy to reality, that will decide the winning good sign and we hope it will con- 
what has been said docs ring true in team tinue. 

^mL,!',?„ P n CCl t 5 ThC hJn pa virv 0f rSd Finally! we look forward to the --- 

BSSSrt Royal Tournament 

h, on ° ’ ever the result everyone who took J 

really be on. part in the Inter-departmental com- 1956 

, . petitions will have contributed to 

Tremendous Effort H.A.C. and Navy athletics. A RADICAL change was made this 

Firstly, in all fairness, let us say SWIMMING year in the numbers qualifying for 

that the tremendous effort put into T , • , ...the mter-Scryices (Phase IV) Indivi- 

Phase I by officials, athletes and , , HAC ; Swimming trials will dual championships. Instead of a 
organisers has been very gratifying. ' ake , pl ? c ' at P° r,sm outh on Mon- total of 32 fencers qualifying in each 
as results will show. The complica- weapon, this number was reduced to 

lions, the weather, the obstacles, lack Facilities for swimming in the Air 18 (3 R. Navy, 3 R.M., 6 Army and 

of good facilities—all have been Command are regrettably lacking 6 R.A.E.), the object being to raise 
overcome and from the difficulties of and, therefore, the standard of swim- the over-all'standard of the fencing 
this experimental phase have come ming has consequently suffered. This at the Royal Tournament. This object 
results more than worthy of the year it has been decided to enter was most definitely achieved, although 
efforts put into it; but let us also only individuals in the Inter- many fencers found it a considerable 
say that the individual results can Command championships, and these strain fighting in the morning for the 
be improved upon, both by the ten individuals must of course be of a four qualifying places in the semi¬ 
point man and the one point man, fairly high standard, in keeping with final pool of nine, with the final pool 
only by keeping at it until the end of the standards of the other Com- of eight in the afternoon, 
the competition. mands. Placings of R.N. and R.M. fencers 

At *b e tiroe of going to press, The intention of entering only in- were: 

Phase II will have been in progress ffividuals recognises our lack of Epee. —6th, L./Sea. Pearson, 

two weeks and the Command cham- opportunity and facilities and is to ... Qo . -n, nmntnn q M . 

pionships completed, t is too early $ and sa * c money when and where . s . abr ^1 «- 

to expect the results already achieved we can 2nd, Sgt. Maker. K.M., 5th, Lieut, 

to carry the Command to the top of u 4 w,n,n,c b n 

Naval athletics, but no doubt it will 
help the Command in the future; in¬ 
dividual results have already in¬ 
dicated this very clearly. 

From the future to the present; to 
the results, already published in full 
in H.A.C.S.Is.. Bramcote have shown 
the way. With six teams competing, 
five qualified and occupy 1st, 2nd, 

4th, 5th and 6th positions in the 
table of adjusted 


BUYS 

MACHINE WITH 
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times from 5 to 15 minutes. And for extra economy 
ask for Rizla special Filter Tips. 
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scores, the sixth 
team only failed to qualify by one 
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Classified Advertisements 


SITUATIONS VACANT 

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS. Applications arc 
invited from men with electrical experience lor 
practical work with Analogue Computor Opera- 
lion in the Aero Engine Controls Department. 
The selected applicant will be required, after 
suitable training, to use his own initiative in 
the development and construction of circuits for 
use on such computors and in addition be re¬ 
sponsible for the maintenance of the computors. 
Ex-Service radar technicians will be suitable for 
this position.—Applications, quoting “Analogue 
Controls.” should be made to the Technical 
Personnel Officer. Armstrong Siddeley Motors 
l imited. Parkside. Coventry. 

DRIVER. ex-R.N. or R.A.F.. wanted for driv¬ 
ing. car maintenance and miscellaneous duties; 
permanent job. Central Westminster, for con¬ 
scientious man; living accommodation might be 
provided for suitable applicant.—Box No. 34 
"Navy News." 

WHEN YOU LEAVE THE ROYAL NAVY, 
vacancies exist at H.M. Naval Base. Portland, 
for bona fide craftsmen of shipwright, smith and 
electrical fitter grades. Pay. prospects and condi¬ 
tions of service as in force at all. H.M. Dock¬ 
yards. —• Application to the Chief Engineer. 
H.M. Naval Base. Portland. Dorset. 

MAN wanted to work in garden and to relieve 
porter; state age.—Apply Carnarvon Hotel. 
J-aling Common. London. W.5. 

ARMSTRONG SIDDELEY MOTORS invite 
applications from junior and senior mechanical 
designers and technical assistants to join their 
project design team for work on aircraft gas 
turbines and a variety of other fascinating prob¬ 
lems associated with supersonic flight. This is 
an exceptional opportunity for the above- 
average designer accustomed to higher class 
work and with a flair for inventiveness, origin¬ 
ality and responsibility, to gain experience and 
knowledge in pleasant surroundings. Very 
attractive salaries will be paid for experience. 
—Application, quoting Reference SR./DA. to 
Technical Personnel Manager. Armstrong Sidde¬ 
ley Motors. Coventry. 


SITUATIONS VACANT—contd. 

TIME expired ex-naval man with good service 
record required tor commissionaire duties. Time¬ 
keeping and security. — Write or apply Mr. 
Arnold. Witlerby & Co. Ltd.. 110/113 Totten¬ 
ham Court Road. W.l. 


YOUR FUTURE IS ASSURED 

We make specialised Electronic Equipment for 

Industry and the Services. 

The demand for our products Is constantly 
increasing 

There wi’i be no sin inn in Nuclear Engineering 
or in the ticij uf Automation. So it you work 
for as you will be kept in FULL employment. 
Our work i> intricate, interesting and satisfying. 
We have opportunities lor liist-class 

SHEET METAL WORKERS. 

DETAIL FTITERS 

INSTRUMENT MAKERS. 

so if you arc up to out standard, write, phone 
or call to *cc us. Appointments arranged tor 
evening* or week-ends. 

Pleasant Working Conditions Good Prospects 


VICKERS-ARMSTRONGS 

(Engineers) LTD. CRAYFORD, KENT 

HAVE VACANCIES FOR 

ELECTRONIC ENGINEERS 

With Home industrial oiporicnce. preferably In 
low power fervo systems and/or associated test 
equipment nnd appropriate degree or Higher 
National Certificate. 

ELECTRONIC TECHNICIANS 

with service experience of Radio, ltadar and 
Klcetronlc Equipment, especially Pulse cir¬ 
cuitry. Theoretical training to O.N.C. or equi¬ 
valent standard. Selected candidates will bo 
given training hi Testing and Adjusting Elect¬ 
ronic Computers. 

AppUeattous rhouM be mode in torUino to :— 

MANAGER, ENGINEERING DEPT. A LABOUR . 


Pension Scheme. 


Five-day week. 


MERVYN INSTRUMENTS. 
COPSE ROAl) ST IOHN S. 
WOKING. SURREY 
Phone Woking 21)91 


Classified Advertisements mat be 
placed ai: 

Gale & PoldcD Ltd., Nelson ilonse, 
Edinburgh Road, Portsmouth, as well 
as at the Royal Naval Barracks. Ports- 
mouth 

Private Advertisements. 2d. per word; 
minimum. Is. 

Trade Advertisements. 4d per word; 
minimum. 4s 

Name and address ul advertiser 
must accompany each advertisement. 
Bos Number. 9d. extra. 


The inclusion ol any advertisement 
cannot be ftuaruntced. nor responsi¬ 
bility accepted for errors or omissions. 


HOUSES FOR SALE—contd. 

FAREHAM. Modern 3-bcdroomcd house, semi¬ 
circular bays, perfect condition, indoor and out¬ 
door sanitation. Close to shops and buses and 
school. Good garage. Neat gardens. £1.750 or 
near offer.—Box No. 37 "Navy News." 

DO you desire house ownership? Why pay exces¬ 
sive rent. House purchase with endowment 
assurance with reduced premiums by naval 
allotment ensures security for the future. 90 per 
cent, to 100 per cent, loans advanced. — Write 
for full particulars without obligation to S. V. 
Norris. "Gwenlyn.” Bccchwood Avenue, 
Watcrloovillc. Hants. 

COPNOR.—Semi-detached, double bays. 2 re¬ 
ception. 3 bedrooms, kitchen, bathroom, side 
entrance, double doors, shed. £1.800.—To view- 
write 40 Martin Road. Copnor. Portsmouth. 
FOR S ILK, Freehold house. Hayling Island. 
Very select road. 100 yards from sea. Three 
bedrooms. 2 reception, kitchenette, bath, etc.: 
lovely well laid out garden, fruit trees, rockery, 
pond, rustic aviary, brick greenhouse, sheds, 
conservatory, large garage, first-class condition 
inside and out. £2.650.—Denchurst. Alexandra 
Avenue. Hayling Island. Phone 77307 or 77702. 
SOUTHSEA. Facing Canoe Lake and the sea. 
£500 deposit secures spacious ground floor flat 
comprising entrance hall. 2 living-rooms. 2 bed- 
rooms. kitchen, bathroom and w.c. Garage 
available. £2.0(H) mortgage arranged. Freehold 
£2.500.—D. M. Nesbit .V Co.. F A.I.. Kingston 
Cross. North End. Portsmouth. Phone 2051. 


ENGINEER required lor maintenance and de¬ 
velopment ol confectionery plant; experience of 
confectionery machinery is not essential, but the 
applicant must be skilled in milling, turning and 
lilting, and some cxpericrcc of welding and sheet . 
metal work would be an advantage. A per- ; 
manent position, with good prospects, is olTcrcd 
to a lint-class nun. with the option to become 
a member ol the 'tail with monthly salary, but. 
to commence with, wage* arc ofTered at 5s. 6d 
ncr hour. The factory is on the Trading Estate. 
Farnham. hut applicants should write or tele¬ 
phone to Dickson. Orde A Co. Ltd.. Clive 
Lodge. Albury. Surrey. Phone: Shete 148. 

CONFEDERATION LIFE ASSOCIATION OK I 
CANADA (established 18'I: assets over ; 
£113.000.000) celebrates its 50th ILK. year of ! 
progress in 1956 with further planned expan- 1 
mod. Salesmen ol above-average ability, in¬ 
tegrity and real drive arc invited to apply for 
consideration lor paid training, fitting them for 
a highly responsible and exacting career neces¬ 
sitating high-level approaches and resembling 
the operating of one's own business, wilh oppor¬ 
tunities ol incomes well above average, and 
prospects oi promotion. These responsible ap¬ 
pointment* will be nude only after most care¬ 
ful coaside rat Ion. Please write comprehensively 
and in confidence to Manager. U.K. Branches. 
18 Park 'Lane. London. W.l. 


HOLIDAY 

ACCOMMODATION 

NEW FOREST area. Sandybalis. Fording- 
bridge. Four-berth caravan. Cator gas. Booked 
July 21 to Augu.t 25.—Mrs. Adams. Market 
Place, Fordingbridge. 

GUERNSEY. Book now for your leave at the 
White Castle. 12 The Grange. It It, and E.M. 
Everything here is duty-tree. Vacancies June on¬ 
wards. Singles, doubles, trebles. Send S.A.E. 
for terms. 

SPEND YOUR LEAVE in Blackpool. Board 
residence and bed and breakfast. Vacancies ait 
year round. Hot and cold water, spring interior 
nvatlrcv.es all rooms. One minute sea. station 
and Tower.—Mr*. Ogden. 8 Winitred Street, oil 
Albert Road. Blackpool. 

BOGNOR.—Four-berth caravan, fully equipped, 
gas cooking, modern sanitation.—Phone Fain- 
! ham 6636. 

I SOUTH SEA. 68 \\ hitwell Road Bed and 
| breakfast, evening meal; minute pier -Phone 
32637. Mrs. Ilanicit. 


HOUSES FOR SALE 

FOR SALE (privately). Hill. Slope*. Porich^tcr. 
Pre-war humtaloiv. semi-detached. I mna-room. 
2 bedrooms, h. and c.. new Move; oal!ed-in 
front. Garage apace. lardcn and orchard.- Hot 
No. 36 "Navy New.." 


ACCOMMODATION 

WANTED 

WANTED, furnished self-contained flat by 
I young naval couple with no children or pets.—- 
Box No. 35 “Navy News." 


CARS 

W A Dll AM BROS. LIMITED 
STANDARD HOUSE. 

8 *» PALMERSTON ROAD. SOUTIISF.A 
Phone .Portsmouth 2468 N 
ARE . YOU GOING ABROAD? 

It m». why not purchase your car now. free of 
purchase tax. and use it for the intervening 
period? Details on application. 

Hire-Purchase Terms ; 

50'.. deposit. Balance over two years. 
"USED CARS YOU CAN TRUST" 

1**54 Standard 8 saloon, interior heater: 

colour grey; 28.000 miles only _ £495 

1956 Standard 10 Companion Estate ear: 
indistinguishable from new; colour 

grey; 9.000. miles only ... £650 

1*155 Standard 8 dc luxe saloon, fitted 
heaters, wing mirrors, bonnet motif; 

colour grey. 9.000 miles only . £495 

Cyclcmastcr, complete and fully 
licensed to end of year; ready to ride 

away ...£12 10 

Several cars, medium horse power, 
from £50 to £150 

Hire-purchase and Insurance arranged 


MISCELLANEOUS 

SUBMARINE SOUVENIRS wanted for 
museum. Instruments, fittings, equipment pur¬ 
chased. Anything connected U-boats wanted. — 
Summers. Red Lion. Henley-on-Thames. 

TAXIS. Ajax. Phone: 4304. 71240. 2-hour 
service.—10 Hyde Park Road (close Guildhall). 


GALE & POLDEN LTD 

Printers, Publishers nnd Stationers 
to the Services. 


At your Service lor Quality Printing and 
Embossing. Christmas Cards, etc. 


Your kind enquiries will receive immediate 
attention from 

NELSON HOUSE. 

EDINBURGH ROAD. PORTSMOUTH 
Phone Portsmouth 73271 
Also at 

London. Aldershot, Chatham and Cambcrlcy. 


•*I WISH I had a car. or my own house"— 
how often do we hear or say this? Make your 
wishes come true by effecting a Comprehensive 
Endowment Policy now. Special reduced rates • 
when payable by allotment.—Write lor full 
particulars. W. h. King, 26 Hawthorn Crescent. 
Cosham. Portsmouth. 

DUCKLINGS Aylesbury. Kourtland. One 
week old Ready July 20. 2s. each. Duck eggs 
for hatchim* reliable strain. 7s. 6d. do/.en. — 
Purkiss. Astra. SundeiloTT'T Ttnr; G-lunlicld. 


WANTED 

WAVIFI). three-wheeled car with or without 
-reverse gear A. Knight. 182 White Hart Lane. 
Pmtehester. Hants. 


FOR SALK 

FOR SALE. £65 o.n.o.. Ariel. 350 c.c. combina¬ 
tion in perfect working order; strong and reliable 
outfit. Seen at 182 White Hart Lane. Port- 
Chester. Hants. Evenings only 

IIORNBY. clcctfic train set with electric points 
and signals; £3 —Bowdery., 28 Oxcndfcn Road. 
Toncham. 
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\avy News Crossword— 2ll 


CROSSWORD No. 22 SOLUTION 
JUNK, 1956 

ACROSS.—i. Land' in the drink. 8. Accedes 
10. Safari. 12. Smolt. 15. Women. 1’. Graph 
18. The Scum. 19. Players. 20. Flitter. 21. 
Unction. 22. Noose. 23. Drier. 24. Stirs. 2>. 
Absent. 28 Turn to 30. Labour Inspector. 

DOWN.—1. Load with fan mail. 2. Die. 3. 
Ides. 4. Tito. 5. East. 6. R.A.F. 7 Knights in 
armour. 9. Competitors. II. As an edition, IV 
Murmurant. 14. Lump sugar. Ift. Necktie. I 
Glanced. 24. Star. 25. Iron. 26. Step. 28. Ego. 


R.N.B., Portsmouth, Sports Day 


(Contributed from R.N. Air Million. Anlhom) 


A prize of £1 Is. will be given for file first correct solution 
opened on Jill) 26 

The winner of Crossword No. 22 was Miss J. M. Coombes, I 
Welfare Section, R.N. Barracks, Portsmouth 


Polytechnic 

Marathon 


mnnrm 


FOR THE first time since the war. 
the R.N.A.C. (South) entered a team 
in the annual Windsor to Chiswick 
marathon race, and members 
acquitted themselves extremely well. 

Individual placings were; 16th. E.A. 
T. W. Joyce; 20th. P.O. A. J. Ed¬ 
wards; 43rd. A.B. W. Jackson. 

In the team race the Royal Navy 
team finished 6th. again a very credit¬ 
able performance, taking into con¬ 
sideration the quality of the 
opposition. 

Awards for Services entrants were 
gained by the following; 1st. A.C. 
McMinnis. R.A.F. (1955 Marathon 
winner); 2nd. E.A. Joyce; 3rd. P.O. 
Edwards 


wife of the Commodore. R.N. Barracks. Portsmouth, 


Mrs. Thompson, wife of the Commodore, R.N. Barracks, Fortsmoutn, 
presented the prizes at the conclusion of a most successful sports day 


PORTSMOUTH COMMAND 
SWIMMING CHAMPIONSHIPS 1936 


FENCING 


MAGRINI CUP this particular competition, for many 

THE SABREURS. possibly spurred years. 

on by the efforts of the foilists in the Results of matches were; 

"Sporting Record" Cup competition j Round— beat Polytechnic "B" 

earlier in the season, excelled them- q _j 

selves and managed to reach the semi- " c ,. . , 

final of the Magrini Cup. a National 2, ‘ J Round beat Salle I aul B 
competition. This is the best result y ”• , 

achieved by a Royal Navy team in Semi-Final —lost to London fc—10. records were set up. 


AT THE above championship meet¬ 
ing at the R.N. Bath. Portsmouth, on 
June 27, in addition to 10 competitors 
who already held ‘'Standard Medals" 
and who finished their races within 
"Standard” times, nine other competi¬ 
tors qualified for "Standard Medals.” 
In addition, four new R.N. swimming 


CLUES ACROSS 

1 . Not where railwaymen arc trained (8. 7). 

8 . Ol which there will be much on 31 (6). 

10 . Insignia (6). 

12 . “Fore." Loud disturbance to put for¬ 
ward (5). 

15. Met up with me in the swim (5) 

17. One form of 29 or law <5). 

18. Air a nervous complaint? (7). 

19. Ore lift (ana*.. 7). 

20 . Everyone goes off (4. 3). 

21 . Beleaguer (7) 

22 . Secret agent just about in (5). 

23. Rows round to find a Russian (5). 

24. Tyler onboard works I writ (5>. 

27. Much decorated (6). 

29. Hesitation between Roman numerals in 
church (6). 

31. Plights seen less—now that we have sopo¬ 
rifics (9. 6). 


CLUES DOWN 


1. Obviously where the justices sit (5. 2. 8). 

2 . A preparatory word that may be lipped (3). 

3. T solution O (4). 

4. This game may be punishment when taken 
up (4). 

5. Radio voice turn about that is abbreviated, 
causing a row (4). 

6 . One of the things you may keep op. people to 
watch them (3). 

7. Christenings (7. 8). 

9. A dream of Anc : cnt Rome through Ca-sar's 
eyes? (5. 6). 

II. An erasure ot a navigational mistake? 
(4. 2. 5). 

13. Waif's call (anag.. 6. 3). 

14. Via Sue/, not Panama (4. 5). 

16. Where salt becomes fresh.' (7). 

17. May be popping and popping (7) 

24. Jumble sale (4). 

75. These arc used to carry these (4) 

26. Look over (4). 


lnn*cd -i no Pnbushe-.* Lv snd and on behalf of the’ Navy Nhw b> Gale and I’oldcn Limited. Aidcrsho*. 

































































